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The grass withers,
the flower fades,
but the word
of our God
will stand forever.
Isaiah 40:8

The pressures of society on the
individual are immense.

But as for me . . .
by John K. Stoner

The pressures of society on the
individual are immense. Much of
what we do is determined by the
behavior and values of people around
us. Some sociologists hold that everything we do is determined by social
forces, and that we have no freedom
at all to make meaningful choices.
The psalmist had a different view.
He looked at what others were doing,
and at the disastrous troubles which
were resulting from their actions.
Then he said:
"But as for me, I will always have
hope;
I will praise you more and
more.
My mouth will tell of your
righteousness,
of your salvation all day long,
though I know not its
measure."
(Psalm 71:14-15)
Here is a healthy approach to life,
both psychologically and spiritually.
The psalmist declares his freedom to
choose his own course, and not to be
trapped by the direction of the crowd.
Then by the use of a few powerful
words in the Hebrew language, he
charts an alternative course for his
life. Perhaps by a period of meditation and reflection these words could
become ours as well.
2

Consider the basic affirmation
which he makes, expressed in the
word hope. The psalmist says, "I will
always have hope." You and I know
from experience that it is not easy to
maintain hope. Sometimes hope is
strong, but when troubles visit us,
hope seems distant if not impossible.
How can the psalmist say, "I will
always have hope?" On what basis?
By what means?
Aha! A secret revealed. In the
second half of the poetic couplet (a
common device of Hebrew verse) he
says: "I will praise you more and
more. "The secret of hope is praising
God. One might not have thought
that hope and praise were connected
in this way. We may ask, "What,
indeed, is the connection?"
From a psychological point of
view, praise involves a change of
focus from self to other. Have you
discovered that the act of changing
the focus of your attention is a basic
technique for maintaining good
mental health? Our state of mind is
inevitably shaped by the subject matter of our thoughts. It is possible to
spend so much time thinking about
the troubles of our lives that the joys
are squeezed out for sheer lack of
space in our small brains. This is a
fact which goes beyond mere mental

gymnastics or intellectual games. A
basket which is full of rotten apples
cannot hold peaches, and a mind
which is full of despairs cannot hold
hopes.
How much more dramatic is the
change of focus when it is from the
self to God! We may have good reason to lose hope when we look to
ourselves. But it is different when we
look to God. How tremendously different it is! The mind that is occupied
with identifying the wonders of God's
works will be lifted to praise. Hope
cannot be far behind.
But what are the wonders of God's

We may have
good reason to
lose hope when
we look to
ourselves.
But it is different when we
look to God.
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works? The psalmist names them
with two strong words in the Hebrew
language:
"My mouth will tell of your
righteousness,
of your salvation all day long,
though I know not its measure."
Here is truth for meditation and
substance for praise.
The word translated "righteousness" carries more meaning in the
Hebrew than any single English word
can convey. It includes the ideas of
right relationships between people,
justice (assisting the poor and the
weak to acquire the necessities of life
which they cannot obtain for themselves), and salvation.
The second half of the couplet
uses the word "salvation" as a word
related to righteousness, which somehow enlarges upon and explains the
meaning of righteousness. Moses
and the Israelites praised God's salvation after they were delivered from
the hand of Pharaoh through the
Red Sea:
"I will sing to the LORD,
for he is highly exalted.
The horse and its rider
he has hurled into the sea.
The LORD is my strength and my
song;
he has become my salvation.
He is my God, and I willpraise him,
my father's God, and I will exalt
him."
(Exodus 15:1-2)
The psalmist declares that his
mouth will be telling God's righteousness and salvation all day long,
although, he says, "I know not its
measure." Having turned his attention toward God, he has found more
than he can describe. Something
beyond measure now occupies his
mind. He is able to have hope.
O love of God, how rich and pure,
how measureless and strong,
it shall forevermore
endure,
the saints' and angels' song.
•

A Brethren in Christ pastor from 1967 to
1975, John Stoner has served the past twelve
years as executive secretary of MCC U.S.
Peace Section. In July he began a new ministry of writing and retreat ministry to individuals, including a retreat at Kenbrook
in
November.
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Let's be honest
about prayer
by Kenneth L. Gibble

It isn't easy to be honest about
prayer. Honest with ourselves, first
of all. But also honest with each
other and even honest with God.
The reason it's hard to be honest
about prayer is that, for those of us
who grow up in Christian homes
and in the church, prayer very early
in our lives becomes an "ought." As
in . . . you ought to pray.
You ought to pray when you go to
bed, I was taught as a child. You
ought to pray before eating a meal.
You ought to pray for yourself and
for your family and for the church
and for the sick and for the president
and even for your enemies who,
early in my life, were the bullies at
school, Henry Cassel and his cronies. I didn't want to pray for Henry
Cassel. (As I grew older, I learned
from the teachers at school and from
the newspapers that my real enemies
weren't people I knew by name, but
instead were the Russians and others
called Communists. It was easier to
pray for them than it had been to
pray for Henry Cassel.)
I tried to pray. I memorized some
bed time prayers, but then heard
somewhere t h a t an improvised
prayer was superior to a memorized
prayer. That was fine, except that I
believed bed time prayers were supposed to be offered as one knelt at
the bedside. On cold winter nights in
my unheated bedroom, I frequently
resorted to a speedy run-through of
"Now I lay me down to sleep," and
then jumped under the covers. It was
Kenneth Gibble, Church of the Brethren
pastor and freelance writer, lives in Arlington, Va.
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so much quicker than trying to think
up words to a prayer of my own and
shivering in the process. But I always
felt vaguely guilty when I did this; it
seemed to me my prayer shortcut
was, if not exactly sinful, at least a
sign that my spiritual life was pretty
anemic.
You ought to pray. Isn't that what
you learned when you were a child?
Prayer, you were told, was good for
you, just like oatmeal and cod liver
oil and brussel sprouts. Is it any
wonder many of us get uncomfortable when the subject of prayer comes
up? We don't know why we're uncomfortable, but the feeling is undeniable. We know prayer is good for us.
We also know we don't pray the way
we should or as often as we should.
My hunch is that there are only a
handful of Christians running around
who don't feel at least a little guilty
about their prayer life. And they are
probably kidding themselves.
Sermons about prayer, I've found,
call forth a curious reaction from the
worshipers. People have heard many
sermons about prayer; and in every
case, the preacher came out in favor
of prayer (to the surprise of absolutely nobody), and the preacher
advocated more praying and better
praying. The people go away knowing the preacher was right, but also
feeling somewhat depressed.
For most of us, prayer is still an
"ought," just as it was when we were
youngsters.
This truth came home to me most
clearly two years ago. I was leading a
workshop for pastors on the subject
of spiritual growth. I introduced the

topic of prayer by confessing the
guilt I often feel about my own
prayer life. I was amazed by the
response that followed. One after
another, these pastors expressed
similar feelings. Part of it, of course,
was that each of them lived with the
awareness that their people expected
them to be deeply spiritual, faithful
shepherds with a rich and rewarding
prayer life of their own. Yes, they
could turn out a fine-sounding public prayer for a Rotary luncheon or
wedding reception at the drop of a
fork, but that ability only deepened
their feelings of inadequacy about
their personal prayers.
Some told of heroic efforts to get
up early each morning for prayer
and failing to stick with it for more
than a few days. Some admitted
sheepishly that they often fell asleep
during personal prayer time. Ill never
forget one man telling us how embarrassed he has been on those occasions when one of his parishioners
has asked: "Pastor, please pray for
my uncle who's very sick." He always
promised that yes, certainly he will
pray for the uncle. Very often he
forgot all about it until three weeks
later the same parishioner would
say: "Pastor, my uncle has recovered. Thank you so much for your
prayers." The pastor told us, "I feel
so guilty when that happens."
Part of our problem with prayer, I
believe, is that we suffer from a failure of imagination. Much as I did
when as a child I supposed bed time
prayers could only be offered when
kneeling at the bedside, we get locked
into thinking that praying must be
Evangelical
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done at a particular time or place, or
at least according to a particular
formula. For many of us, that formula includes closed eyes, bowed
head, and words addressed to God
beginning with a phrase such as
"Dear God" or "O Lord." Then follow words in which we express our
thanks or make our requests.
Part of the reason for this restricted view of prayer lies with the
way we pray in corporate worship.
When we pray together, we rely on
words in order to communicate.
Sometimes the words are spoken by
the worship leader. Sometimes they
are printed on a page. Sometimes
they are sung by the choir or the
congregation.
But when it comes to our individual praying, we do not have to construct carefully worded prayers.
Sometimes we need to let go of
words. They are a limitation of their
own. The apostle Paul touched on
this when he wrote in Romans:
The Spirit helps us in our
weakness; for we do not know
how to pray as we ought, but
the Spirit intercedes for us with
sighs too deep for
words
(Romans 8:26-27).
Some things do go "too deep for
words." Often the best kind of praying may be simply "waiting on the
Lord." At such times we are silent;
we do not attempt to "make a
prayer" to God. Rather, we allow
God the Holy Spirit to pray in us
and through us.
One of the most important and,
for many people, the most troublesome form of prayer is intercession—

praying for others. I can remember,
as a seminary student, having a
serious discussion with a fellow student on this subject. Both of us
rejected the notion that by our praying we could change God's mind on
healing someone who was sick, for
example. So what good did intercessory prayer do? Not much, we
concluded.
I've come a way since then. I've
been helped by reading some books
on the subject, but mostly I've been
helped by the experience of intercessory prayer—by praying for others
and by having others pray for me.
We pray first for those we love.
We know that our love is not powerful enough to protect them from evil.
As Ann and Barry Ulanov state in
their book on prayer:
We cannot even prevent our
own faults from hurting [those
we love]. When we recognize
these limiting effects of our
love, it is that very love for our
children, our dear friends, our
husband or wife that impels us
beyond ourselves to confide
their souls into God's keeping.
Praying for them changes our
love from a closed to an open
hand, from a hand that tightly
holds them under rein to one
that holds them loosely. Praying for them makes us supple
and flexible in our love for
them.1
What about praying for our enemies? There are some dangers here.
I've heard Christians say in exasperation to someone with whom they
disagreed, "Well, I'll pray for you."

My hunch is that there are only
a handful of Christians running
around who don't feel at least a
little guilty about their prayer
life. And they are probably
kidding themselves.
October 1988

That attitude is manipulative. It's
playing the game of spiritual oneupsmanship. Prayer is wielded like a
weapon.
How do we pray for those we dislike and avoid, those we fear? We
can pray that God's goodness will be
placed at the center of their actions
and attitudes, that God's goodness
will work there and flourish. 2 Bishop
Desmond Tutu was asked some time
ago how he prays for Prime Minister
Botha of South Africa. Tutu reportedly smiled an impish grin, stretched
his hands up towards heaven and
said, "I just hold him up to God and
say, 'O Lord, do with him what You
will.' "
Part of what happens as we pray,
in fact maybe mostly what happens,
is that we are being changed. "Who
is praying for whom is lost in the
reciprocal, returning currents of healing and hope," as Robert Raines
puts it.3
One of the most meaningful periods of my own prayer life occurred
when, over a period of time, I prayed
by name for people whom I had
known as a boy. Neighbors, schoolmates, church friends. Most of them
I have long lost track of. Some have
died. But as I prayed for them, their
faces, their lives, came back to me.
And yes, I even prayed for Henry
Cassel, who died tragically at the age
of 17.
Whom do you pray for? Whom
might you pray for? We need to be
honest about prayer, and we need to
be imaginative too. Prayer can be a
trite, lifeless, dull subject, reeking
with false piety. But it doesn't have to
be. In prayer, we can discover, as
someone has written, that "nothing
in all creation can stop the tide of
grace. No dikes can withstand the
healing river. Time, space, death,
wash away like sand. All that is, was
or ever shall be is porous with
praying." 4
'Ann and Barry Ulanov, Primary Speech:
A Psychology of Prayer (Atlanta: John
Knox Press, 1982), p. 86.
2
Ibid., p. 87.
3
ln "The Ridgeleaf," #152, November,
1984.
'Ibid.
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Quantity and/or Quality?

Reflections
on church growth
by Terry L. Brensinger

J o r d a n , my two-year-old son,
presently tips the scales at nearly 35
pounds. Insofar as he weighed "only"
9 pounds, 10 ounces at birth, it is safe
to say that he has grown. By all
accounts, Jordan is an extremely
healthy little boy.
But such an evaluation would be
drastically altered were it known
that Jordon was either grossly overweight, fed nothing but fatty foods,
or penned up all day, restricted from
exercise of all kinds. That same evaluation would be altered even more
were it known that, immediate appearances aside, Jordan suffered
from an inoperable disease and had
only a few months to live. Fortunately, Jordan actually is a healthy
little boy, but it takes more than surface observations to be assured of it.
Much the same thing can be said
a b o u t the condition of various
churches today, particularly insofar
as the church growth movement has
come to bear upon our thinking in
recent years. Given the fact that the
Brethren in Christ Church has grown
so little throughout its 200-year history, it is easy to understand why
such thinking has found fertile soil
within our circles. Similarly, it must
be acknowledged that, throughout

Terry Brensinger is Assistant Professor of
Biblical Studies at Messiah College. He has
pastored Brethren in Christ congregations in
Kentucky and New York City. Living in
Grantham, he and his wife Debra and two
sons attend the Harrisburg, Pa., congregation.
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the pages of Scripture, God's people
are continually called to reach out to
those around them. Narrow provincialism and a "private-property"faith
are destroyed in the book of Jonah,
and Jesus instructs his followers to
view the entire world as their mission
field (Matt. 28:19). Without question, we in the Brethren in Christ
Church needed and continue to need
a fresh breath of evangelistic fervor.
It is vitally important, however,
that we keep in mind a number of
items as we seek, through God's
strength, to build his kingdom. We
must remember, first of all, that God
is deeply interested in developing the
character of his people, not simply in
reproducing them. While it is true
that God desires all to be saved, it is a
desire that is set within certain
parameters. He has chosen, for one
thing, to work through simple, selfdenying human beings to accomplish his purposes. For whatever end
he has in mind, apparently power
was and continues to be inadequate.
Were power appropriate, it would
have been easier (and far less frustrating!) for God to simply force or
manipulate humanity into submission.
But beyond power, God could
have employed a rather gentle, effortless arrangement or sales pitch similar to those used by companies on
the verge of going under. Such an
approach would have made him far
more popular among the Hebrews
and their descendants, not to mention all the other inhabitants of the

world, than did the gracious but
demanding covenant preserved for
us in Exodus 19 and following.
Surely an invitation to take a heavenly cruise would have been more
attractive to the multitudes than
cross-bearing.
No, God did not use power, nor
did he offer quick and convenient
fixes to the deep problems facing his
human creation. Why? For the same
reason that he allows many of us to
suffer through difficulties of one
kind or another. For the same reason that he allows some of us to
endure pain and sickness rather than
healing us when we ask. For the
same reason that he allows certain
individuals struggling to be free from
some form of obsessive a n d / o r sinful behavior (i.e., over-eating, smoking, sexual deviations) to face the
reality of temptation rather than
delivering them instantaneously.
Character. The kind of character
that goes undeveloped when all difficulties are removed. The kind of
character that stands when adversity
comes. God, in the majesty and mystery of his plan, desires a people of
character, not simply a people of
quantity. And indeed, in judging
from God's own techniques and
methods, he is not willing to sacrifice
that character for the sake of quantity. To put it another way, God is
not willing to set aside the essential
character of his kingdom in order to
enlarge it. Something must be more
important to God than numerical
growth.
Evangelical
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As we move one step further, we
must remember, secondly, that the
key to the mission of the Church is
the gospel story itself, not the calculated strategies that we may devise as
we attempt to "build" our local
churches. What makes the Church
of Jesus Christ unique, what sets it
apart from other institutions that
may also be seeking to attract members / converts, is the story with which
it has been entrusted. As Paul phrased
it, "the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God." (1 Cor. 1:18) We, as
God's people, have been commissioned to tell a story, to proclaim a
message. Through the proclamation
of this message, certain individuals
will, by the grace of God, become
believers and disciples. As we seek to
carry out our task, we may employ
various strategies and methods that,
upon prayerful consideration, are
deemed appropriate for this purpose. However, the gospel story must
remain central, and the strategies we
select must be adjusted so that the
story is faithfully and unashamedly
proclaimed. The story must never be
replaced, whether implicitly or
explicitly, by the strategies themselves.
Yet it is precisely at this point
where we, particularly in western
society, are prone to lose our way. In
our attempts to reach the world for
Christ, we select certain sociological
and anthropological methods which
virtually guarantee noticeable numerical results. Never mind, as Vernard Eller has so forcefully pointed
out, that such strategies can and do
produce similar results for other
organizations, including the Ku Klux
Klan! 1 The point, quite clearly, is
that growth can be attained without
the story (or with only the more
popular side of it). The story often
remains hidden, is unduly delayed,
or is largely ignored while every
attempt is made to insure that all
inquirers feel comfortable and at
home. We may, and often for the
best of motives, formulate our approach so that the greatest number
of individuals are pacified and the
fewest offended. And in the process,
October 1988 7

God is not willing to set aside
the essential
character of his
kingdom in
order to
enlarge it.
we fail to realize that we are subtly
becoming more like the community
than the community is becoming
like the kingdom of God. If this was
really the nature of our task, one
wonders why our earliest Christian
ancestors ever experienced persecution. As Ramseyer states:
In actuality, a look at the biblical
materials impresses one not with
orderly change within an integrated society, but with the continued confrontation
between
prophetic figures and the society
as a whole over the radical changes
which those prophets called for.2
Now, whether we should employ
any such contemporary methods or
not misses the issue. We should
indeed take advantage of the information that such disciplines can
provide. We ought to become aware
of the specific demographic characteristics of the communities in which
we serve. We ought also seek to
develop ministries that address the
needs of those communities. But we
do so prayerfully and critically, and
with the intention, not simply of
growing, but of assuring that the
gospel can be effectively proclaimed.
What may at first seem to be semantical issue is actually at the heart of
my concern. If growth is our ultimate goal, then we will select strategies that promote growth. If obediently and faithfully proclaiming
the gospel is our ultimate goal, then
we might select entirely different
strategies. Clearly, the two goals
need not be and often are not the
same.
Thirdly, we must call to mind a

rather simple but often neglected
biblical motif. Namely, the human
beings who have been called by God
to disseminate his gospel are responsible to do just that, disseminate the
gospel. We are to go and tell, to
baptize and disciple. What we are
plainly not responsible for, however,
is the manner in which our listeners
respond to us. Ezekiel, for example,
was commissioned to address the
house of Israel. A failure to do so
would result in Israelite blood resting upon his own head. However,
and we must note the text carefully,
obedience to his calling would result
in Ezekiel's personal salvation,
whether the Israelites listened to him
or not. The fact that these instructions appear, not once, but twice in
the book of Ezekiel only reinforces
their importance (Ezek. 3:16-21;
33:1-9).
Similar comments could be made
about several other passages in both
the Old and New Testaments. According to the parable of the seed
(Mk. 4:26-29), growth is a mysterious thing. Having planted his seed,
the farmer may very well be sound
asleep when the growth occurs. In
fact, he has virtually no understanding of how the growing process
actually takes place! Certain agricultural techniques and strategies might
be cited, but they can explain only so
much. Growth itself is out of the
farmer's hand.
Likewise, meaningful growth within the body of Christ is equally out of
our hands. In the closing article of a
recent newsletter published by our
own Board for Evangelism and
Church Planting, the writer suggested
to us that numerical goals for growth
be placed high on the list of priorities
for each of our congregations. Beyond this, perhaps for emphasis or
out of misdirected zeal, it was argued
that leaders within the local churches
should be held accountable for attaining such growth. 3 But that, quite
clearly, is precisely what we have no
right to do. We are called to plant
seeds and to water the soil. We are to
be actively involved in ministry and
in caring for the needs of those
around us. We are to proclaim the
gospel story from the street corners,

How does one
plant a church?
Contrary to popular thinking, the
church is not to be defined as people
in a building. It has to be defined as a
specific group of people who all
share a common bond—the salvation they have received by the grace
of God. The way I see it, these people
make up the church, separate from
nonbelievers. The church has no
participation or fellowship with darkness. Therefore, the church must be
a fellowship of believers, not just
people.
If what I propose is true and biblical, then how will this affect a person's approach to building a local
church? To be more specific, I have
been commissioned to start a church
in Columbus, Ohio. So on what
basis do I intend to accomplish this
mission?
There are a few things I first must
make clear before I lay out my steps
for church planting: (1) All people
who profess Jesus Christ as Savior
are welcome in our fellowship unless
they are living outside the bounds of
God's Word and refuse to repent. (2)
Our approach and desire is not to
"steal" believers or undermine the
ministry of any local church that
proclaims a biblical gospel of Jesus
Christ. (3) We in no way wish to
attract those people who proclaim
Christ for sordid gain—for money,
for power, for an ego boost, or those
who pout or change churches if they
don't get their own way. Now that
the groundwork is accomplished, let
me proceed with my approach to
church planting.
In order to build a church, people
must be introduced to Jesus Christ
and given an opportunity to accept
Philip Kittle is the newest church planting
pastor in the Central Conference. The Kittles
live in Powell, Ohio, on the north side of
Columbus.
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by Philip Kittle

him as their personal Savior. This is
the beginning, the start of a church.
It is very important to remember
that Jesus Christ is the head of the
church and that God is the one who
causes the growth. "So neither he
who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes
things grow" (1 Cor. 3:7).
So often we leave God out of his
own church. This is not my church
or your church; this is God's church
and he will build it. I'm a part of that
church. I'm a child and heir of God.
I'm in a partnership with God to
build his church. He has given me
responsibility and expects me to fulfill that responsibility.
I have two primary functions as I
serve in laying the groundwork of
this church. First, I am to pray. God
knows all that pertains to our situation in Columbus long before we
ask. He knows the outcome and the
final score even though we aren't finished yet. God could accomplish this
work without any human assistance,
but that's not his style. When Jesus
was preparing to leave this earth, he
prayed not that God would remove
the believers, but that God would
protect us from the evil one. God
intended that believers should stay
in the world, so that we might be
witnesses to the world of the grace of
God. God intended that we share in
the glory of the work of God as well
as in the ultimate glory when we see
Christ face to face.
The plan of God places believers
in a partnership with God. We can
proclaim Christ, we can preach and
teach, but until the Holy Spirit removes the blindness of the unbeliever's heart, it can accomplish nothing.
This is the work that God wants to
do, but will not do unless we as
partners with Christ ask him. Therefore, unless we pray, our work is in

vain and superficial and we fool ourselves into believing we are doing
great works. There is no godly work
that man can do apart from God.
While our work may look good in
the eyes of sinful man, God is the
standard of evaluation, not some
evolved, ecclesiastical, man-made
system.
Second, it is the responsibility of
every believer to be a witness to the
world concerning the grace of God.
Spiritual gifts do not determine
whether you are a witness or not.
The fact that you are a joint heir with
Christ is the determining factor.
Therefore, I am to be a witness of
Jesus Christ. This is the very reason
God has left me in the world. Since I
am to be a witness, I must communicate to the world what Christ has
done for me, and the opportunity
must be presented for the lost to
accept Christ. When I do this I am
fulfilling my responsibility in my
partnership with God. I am not
responsible for God's actions and
participation in saving the lost. I am
responsible to pray so God can act,
and to communicate the gospel of
Jesus Christ so lost mankind has the
opportunity for salvation.

I'm a child and heir of
God. I'm in a partnership with God to build
his church. He has
given me responsibility and expects me to
fulfill it.
Having stated that my initial tasks
in church planting are prayer and
witnessing, the following step is conditional upon God saving lost persons. When God saves a lost person,
he or she is then added to all believers, and this makes up the growing
church of Jesus Christ. Then the
body of Christ takes on the responsibilities of teaching and fellowship
Evangelical
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in order to assist God in the work of
making believers Christlike in their
actions. This nurturing step in church
planting must follow salvation, and
we must fulfill our responsibility in
that step if we are to have a godly
church. My responsibility to the
church and to believers as a teacher
is to teach God's Word, in order that
they may become more Christlike in
their actions.
Parenthetically, we should note
that what we so often try to do is
take this step of church planting and
skip over the first step of a statement
of faith. We try to draw people into
the church building, saved and unsaved, teach them the Scripture, and
make them act like Christ. We seem
to think that the unbeliever can have
fellowship with the believer and that
this will draw him to Christ. We
fearfully compromise when telling
people what Jesus' death accomplished. We are often afraid of faceto-face confrontation and of loving
unsaved and undesirable people.
The church in Columbus will grow
as God makes it grow, but God has
delegated some responsibility for that
work to us. Foremost, we must pray.
Our labor is in vain if we don't pray.
We can't do God's work without
God's help. Then following our
prayer, we must tell people of the
Jesus of the Bible, and we must provide for them an opportunity to
accept him as the only means of salvation. The final step is to provide
teaching and fellowship with God
and believers in order to help us
become more Christlike.
God does not use the same measure of success man uses, because
God measures results by the heart.
God does not treat the church like a
business that metes out investment
in light of profit. Look at God's
investment in this venture: God's
Son became sin that we might become children of God. Does your
method of church planting include
God, and are you fulfilling your
responsibility as a child of God who
will share in the priceless glory to
come?
•
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and to promote peace and justice
within the world. And yes, we are to
feed the hungry, clothe the naked,
and house the homeless. If we choose
to develop a new system of accountability, and that may not be a bad
idea, then we should hold each other
accountable for walking upright and
for taking seriously the call to be
ministry-minded. But we cannot for
a moment think that we have either
the power or the authority to actually change peoples' lives, nor dare
we place such an unfair burden upon
those who might already be serving
with diligence and faithfulness. God
alone, according to Paul, has the
power to take our efforts and produce meaningful growth (1 Cor.
3:5-7).
Finally, and clearly related to what
has already been said, the size of any
given congregation is not necessarily
indicative of either the quality or
character of that congregation. Fidelity and devotion, simply stated,
cannot be measured with such categories anymore than my son's health
could be determined on the basis of
his weight. Rapid growth within a
congregation could very well be the
result of a fresh outpouring of God's
Spirit, but it could just as well suggest that knowledgeable leadership
has employed the appropriate methods to attract large groups of people
to an attractive, enjoyable, and socially acceptable gathering. Worse yet,
such growth could in some cases
point in part to a complete lowering
of standards. Growth, in other words,
may or may not have anything to do
with the church's obediently proclaiming the gospel. Such an evaluation must be made on other grounds.
It is at just this point that a particularly troubling thought comes to
mind. Have we adopted or are we
adopting a system of evaluating
churches that is in truth drastically
different from the one Jesus uses? As
Eller has rightly pointed out, the
words to the seven churches in the
second and third chapters of Revelation are most challenging here.4 Of
the seven churches, two receive outstanding marks, three are rather
mediocre, and two fail outright. Remarkably enough, the two failing

churches are also the largest and
most powerful. Similarly, the two
receiving the highest grades, those in
Smyrna and Philadelphia, are the
smallest and weakest. Is Jesus confused? Has he misplaced the grading
scale? Or do we at times evaluate
churches using the wrong criteria?
Do we perhaps substitute size for
substance, and facilities for faithfulness? The wrong measuring rod encouraging churches to employ the
wrong methods in their attempts to
accomplish the wrong goals.
By way of concluding, it needs to
be reiterated that evangelism is not
optional for the Church of Jesus
Christ. Witnessing and worshipping
are two wings on the same plane. As
such, I am thoroughly grateful for
those among us who forcefully and
enthusiastically keep our evangelistic mission always before us. But
evangelism must be carried out, not
simply to increase church rolls, but
to actively and redemptively minister in the name of our Lord to the
needs of a dying world. In order to
do that effectively, we must develop
a ministry mindset rather than a
numerical one, critically and prayerfully evaluate our strategies, and
firmly refuse to compromise the
essential character of the kingdom of
God. How we as the Brethren in
Christ Church are able to maintain
our dynamic identity (which I was
attracted to as an outsider some 10
years ago) while at the same time
moving out into new areas of ministry and mission is a vital issue that
we can work through together in
both humility and love.

•Vernard Eller, The Outward Bound(Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1980), p. 43. Eller'sbook
provides a stimulating and challenging discussion on various issues pertaining to the
nature of the Church and church growth. It
should be read by everyone involved in leadership positions within our churches.
2
Robert L. Ramseyer, "Christian Mission
and Cultural Anthropology," in Exploring
Church Growth, ed. Wilbert R. Shenk (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1983), p. 113.
3
Focus Newsletter: Grade Edition 2 (Spring
1988): pp. 18-19.
4
Eller, pp. 40-42.
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Weddings
can help
churches
grow
by Coe Neil Cabe

In a fine little book entitled The Ministry of Reconciliation, Martin Schrag and
John K. Stoner state, "The church is the
agency of reconciliation. Christians carry
on the work of reconciliation not only as
individuals, but also as a part of the people of God."1
And, in 2 Corinthians 5:18, St. Paul
teaches us, "And all things are of God,
who hath reconciled us to himself by
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the
ministry of reconcilation" (KJV).
The people called Brethren in Christ
have a 200+ year history of a ministry of
reconciliation, and that is a part of us
that must never be lost. Our aim as
church planters, and our aim as persons
concerned for church growth, ought to
be firmly grounded in the knowledge of
the need of all persons for reconcilation
with God through Jesus Christ, and with
each other. That is a part of who we are.
In the closing two decades of the twentieth century, that is no small task. And
marriage is one large area where the
reconciling efforts of the people of God
come clearly into play.
In the Akron Beacon Journal (August
18, 1988), Ann Landers presents a letter
which provides a startling contrast. According to her correspondent, the major

Coe Neil Cabe is pastor of Peace Chapel,
Ravenna, Ohio.
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problems that teachers had in the 1940s
included the following:
Not getting homework in on time
Talking during class
Making noise
Running in the hallways
Wearing improper clothing
In the 1980s our teachers must contend with things like the following:
Teen-age parents
Suicidal students
Threats of rape and murder
Stealing
Assault
Guns and knives in the classroom
Arson and bombing2
To assume that children, marriages,
home and family are as they have always
been is naive. And to ignore the crying
need for a ministry of reconciliation to
families through the ministry of marriage would be sin.
What can church planters and those
concerned with church growth do to
strengthen marriages, affirm marriage as
sacred, and realize growth in the congregation as a result?
First, we can realize the changing
nature of congregations. For years in the
Brethren in Christ, it was safe to assume
our congregations were primarily rural;
that our congregants had been raised in
the church; that we were part of a largely
homogeneous society; and that almost
all of our families had a history of faith.

In the 1980s, it becomes safe to assume—certainly in our church planting
efforts, and increasingly in our existing
congregations—that our bent is more
technological than rural; that the society
from which we draw congregants is
heterogeneous; and that few new persons
have a church history, much less a faith
history. Further, my experience teaches
me that many of our new attendees have
been hurt by a church in the past, and
come to us wary of institutional religion.
Perhaps the major key to understanding this enormous change lies here. As of
July 20, 1988, the demographers tell us
that for the first time in the history of the
United States, more people are over the
age of thirty than under it.
Unfortunately, one of the results of

Weddings and premarital counseling
are perfect opportunities to present
the gospel and lead
people to Jesus
Christ.
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Visitor

I

this aging is disaffection for traditional
marriage and family. Depending on the
sources you cite, perhaps three million
families are headed by divorced mothers,
there are over one million divorces each
year, perhaps 10,000,000 children live in
single-parent homes, and well over 50%
of all juvenile offenders come from broken
homes.
The church—our church—simply must
become the vehicle for reconciliation
among so many broken hearts. And a
primary area for this ministry is through
the strengthening and affirming of traditional marriages.
As church planters, as pastors, and as
concerned Christians, we may witness to
the reconciling activity of the Holy Spirit
through our own marriages. Anger cannot live in the heart where love reigns.
Let the love of Christ reign in our
marriages!
Second, weddings are tools for evangelizing. We may present the gospel in a
gentle fashion during the wedding ceremony. Further, weddings present the
pastor and the ministry of the church to a
ready-made congregation. And during
the wedding, we may testify to the couple
and the gathered friends and family of
the sacredness of the event itself.
Third, from the standpoint of pastor,
mandatory premarital counseling—regardless of the ages or previous marital
status of the couple—allows us the perfect opportunity to present the gospel
and lead people to Jesus Christ. We may
discuss the breakdown of marriages,
offer scripture to support a biblical view
of marriage, and perhaps prevent another
statistic. That is, we may deal with problems before they occur.
One idea which I have found to be
very effective is a Service of the Reaffirmation of Vows. Using the traditional
wedding service, 1 rewrote the wedding
vows to reflect a reaffirming of commitment between husband and wife. Christmas Eve, with the church decorated to
celebrate the birth of Christ, is a lovely
time for this service. We had a Reaffirmation Sunday in the fall, and at the end
of the service invited couples to the altar,
where the same service was performed,
complete with the Recommitment Certificates! It was a fine day!
Finally, I put together a marriage
booklet for each couple I marry. The
vows include the names of the bride and
groom, personalizing the service.
If you would like copies of our Remarriage Ceremony, the Wedding Booklet, and/ or the booklet 1 have prepared
with biblical materials for four sessions
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of pre-marital counseling, drop a note to
Peace Chapel, P.O. Box 7, Ravenna,
OH 44266. Ill be happy to send them to
you, free of charge.
One of our church plantings is deeply
involved with the business of reconciliation.
Rod and Gwen White, pastoral couple at Riverside, Calif., Brethren in Christ
Church, with their children Jacob and
Luke and twins Ben and Joel, now have
60-70 persons in attendance at worship
services.
The Whites and the founding families
aimed at establishing a peace witness
adjacent to an Air Force base, and are
succeeding in the effort.
They report a renewed commitment
of the congregation in turning outward,
with discipleship classes, and a beginning
effort at feeding the homeless in their
area.
A gifted congregation with many
teachers, Riverside offers studies by members of the congregation on friendship
and relationship, women and faith, 1st
John, and redemptive history.

Gwen said, "Beginning in 1984, we
wanted an alternative witness with our
whole lives! And, we see no use in being
here unless we grow. We want that."
In 1981, the Whites set up a community household with several other families, and began the church work in 1984.
And, it was the peace emphasis of the
Brethren in Christ which drew them to
the denomination.
Riverside Brethren in Christ is working at reconciliation—in their church,
among themselves, and in the community at large. Their greatest need is the
increased opportunity for contacts in the
community. Pray with them for that!
Next month, well look at demographics—how to understand the make-up of
our own communities, and how that
understanding can make our churches
grow!
•
'Martin H. Schrag and John K. Stoner,
The Ministry of Reconciliation
(Evangel
Press, 1973), p. 117.
2
Ann Landers, The Akron Beacon Journal, August 18, 1988, courtesy of The Los
Angeles Times Syndicate.

by Wilbur W. Benner

Have you cried lately?
Last Sunday it got to me. The crowd at our 8:15 a.m. worship service was
smaller than usual. It was the first Sunday of Roxbury Camp and Antrim's
day to work in the dining room.
As I sat on the platform during the prelude, I observed the worshippers
as they entered the sanctuary.
Then it happened. One of our sisters entered the sanctuary. I knew her,
but something was different! Yes, eight months ago, she was diagnosed as
having cancer, and a series of chemotherapy treatments followed. She was
doing great. Then more stress came into her life and more chemotherapy
treatments were necessary. This morning, she appeared with a wig. My
heart went out to her. I just couldn't keep back the tears.
Awhile later, during the worship time, she stood and gave praise to the
Lord for his goodness and answers to praise. Again, my eyes moistened
with tears. I prayed, "Father, she is taking this better than I am. Forgive me
Lord, but do continue to help and strengthen her, and let me realize your
will and direction in all of this."
I think at that moment I was subconsciously crying for all our hurting
people. I was embarrassed, somewhat, to cry in front of more than 200
people. Yet, I'm glad tears came, for my heart needed a loosening just like
the dry, dry soil, when the showers of rain fall. So our hearts, at times, need
a loosening. We become insensitive and calloused in our everyday living.
Yes, it was good to cry! Have you cried lately?
Wilbur W. Benner is pastor of the Antrim
castle, Pa.
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Answering the critics:

Does MCC
share the gospel?
by John Longhurst

Does Mennonite Central Committee
share the gospel?
Yes, says MCC. But some members
of Mennonite and Brethren in Christ
churches don't seem so sure. Questions
about MCC's commitment to sharing
the gospel continually dog the agency.
This summer, the subject was raised
again at three Mennonite conference
conventions. Delegates asked about
MCC's interest in evangelism and questioned the faith commitment of volunteers.
MCC Canada Executive Director
Daniel Zehr wonders what MCC has to
do to convince people that volunteers
are committed Christians who share
their faith in a variety of ways. "Many
people don't know that MCCers work
with mission agencies and local churches
in evangelism and outreach-related assignments in North America and overseas, as well as working in relief and
development," he says.
Zehr, who served as spiritual life
coordinator for MCC volunteers and
Mennonite missions personnel in Bolivia from 1980-82, says that MCC works
with mission boards and local churches
in Africa, South and Central America,
Europe, and in Canada and the U.S. In
addition, he notes, individual volunteers
actively participate in local churches,
"teaching, singing in the choir and often
preaching."
Why isn't the message getting through?
"Maybe we're doing a poor job of telling
people about the ways that MCCers
share their faith," he suggests. "As staff
we see it happening all the time. Maybe
we take it for granted."
Not to plant churches

But there's another reason, says Zehr:
MCC shares the gospel, but it isn't
12

authorized to plant churches. "Not too
many people know that the North
American Mennonite and Brethren in
Christ conferences have not asked us to
engage in church-planting," he says.
"Some church leaders have expressly
told us not to plant churches."
From its beginning in 1920, MCC
was mandated to carry out the practical
aspects of Christian mission, while the
task of church-planting and nurture was
left with mission agencies and home
mission boards. That mandate was affirmed during so-called Cabrini discussions in the 1970s, when MCC was
encouraged by representatives of Mennonite and Brethren in Christ conferences to actively engage in verbal witness. Any churches that result from that

"Many people
don't know that
MCCers work with
mission agencies
and local churches
in evangelism and
outreach—related
assignments in
North America and
overseas, as well as
working in relief
and development."

witness, MCC was told, are to be turned
over to a Mennonite or Brethren in
Christ mission agency.
A number of Mennonite or Brethren
in Christ churches around the world
trace their origin to MCC service.
Churches in countries such as Haiti,
Honduras, Paraguay, Uruguay, Argentina, Japan, Taiwan, and Burkina Faso
sprang up after MCC disaster and relief
work. In Canada, congregations which
now belong to Mennonite conferences
resulted from MCC's work with southeast Asian refugees.
MCC is comfortable with the arrangement, according to MCC Associate
Executive Secretary Reg Toews. "We
don't want to plant churches," he says.
"Our function is to do relief, development, peace ministry." But, he adds, if
more people understand MCC's role,
"there would be fewer questions about
our commitment to evangelism."

"Verbal witness and service"

Questions about MCC and evangelism are often linked to concern about
recruitment. Does MCC only recruit
Christians?
Applicants must satisfactorily answer
questions such as: "What do Christ and
the Christian faith mean to you? What is
your vision for Christian ministry in the
world?" They are also asked to describe
significant factors in recent Christian
development and how those developments relate to their desire to serve
through MCC.
During interviews they are asked to
give evidence of faith in daily living, of
their openness to sharing their faith, and
to describe their commitment to the
church. A reference from their pastor,
verifying faith commitment and active
participation in the congregation, is
regarded as a key document in the
approval process.
Says John Peters of MCC Canada
Personnel Services: "Applicants are
dedicated Christians who say that they
want to 'bring God's love to all people,'
or that 'Christian faith involves obedience to Christ—following him and
loving your neighbor.' " Wrote one applicant: "It is clear to me that the Christian life should emphasize verbal witness
and service, concern and compassion
for the needy and the lost." Answers
such as that, he says, are typical.
A "bad apple" occasionally slips
through, Peters acknowledges. "People
can deceive us and their home church,"
he says. Applicants who can't demonEvangelical
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strate Christian commitment are asked
to apply again "when they are more fully
committed to Christ and the church," he
states.
Only one way to share the gospel?

For some Mennonites and Brethren
in Christ, evangelism means withdrawing from the world; others require believers to take Christ into it. Some promote a quiet witness by example; others
want to shout it from the rooftops. For
MCC, it means there isn't one way to
share faith—MCCers represent all the
various Mennonite and Brethren in
Christ ways to do evangelism.
"We have a broad constituency,"says
Toews, "ranging from conservative to
liberal and everything in between. There's
no one right way to share the gospel.
MCCers share it the way they have been
taught. The important thing is that we
share it."
Theological differences aside, some
volunteers just aren't comfortable sharing their faith verbally. "MCCers aren't
different than anyone else—they're not
super-Christians," says Zehr. "It isn't
right to call them to a higher standard
than for the rest of the church. Just like
some Christians at home, some MCCers
find it difficult to share their faith
verbally."

Together: MCC and the church

Before he left MCC Canada to become Secretary for Development with
Mennonite Brethren Missions/ Services,
Dave Dyck shared a "dream" that the
same kind of cooperaton MCC experiences with mission agencies overseas could happen in Canada. Dyck.
who served with MCC for 13 years, the
last six as Canadian Programs Coordinator, hopes that MCC Canada and
home missions committees all increasingly cooperate in church-planting ventures. MCC "can supply volunteers who
can be members of church-planting
teams," he said. Of special interest to

Dyck would be MCC involvement in
church-planting efforts in the Maritimes,
where MCC has had a presence for over
30 years.
"MCC is open to helping with churchplanting," he said. "It would be a new
thing, but a welcome opportunity."
Adds Zehr: "MCC can play an important role in outreach. We have skills
and experience in meeting a variety of
human needs. We want to operate even
more with mission agencies, and complement their efforts. We are open to
their invitations." —John Longhurst,
MCC Canada News Service.
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RING
our loaves

and fishes

Like the child w h o shared his lunch, w e
too can share our gifts, small or large,
with people a r o u n d the world. W e invite
y o u to c h o o s e an M C C project for
Thanksgiving or Christmas giving:
•
In Sudan, m a n y c h u r c h leaders have not
had the c h a n c e to formally study the Bible.
Your gift of any a m o u n t will g o toward
$2,000 n e e d e d to s e n d t w o p e o p l e to a
theology class at a seminary in Nairobi.
•

Some criticism valid

Ron Penner, who represents the
Evangelical Mennonite Church on the
MCC Canada Board, believes that MCC
is committed to sharing the gospel. But
he also says that some of the criticism is
justified.
Penner, assistant pastor of the Landmark, Man., EMC church, is never
afraid to bring up the subject at MCC
Canada board meetings. "MCCers are
positive Christian examples," he says,
"and many do share their faith. I just
think that MCC should emphasize the
word more. We need to have more
compassion for the souls of humankind."
He believes that MCC has played a
special role in Mennonite and Brethren
in Christ outreach by reminding mission
agencies that action needs to accompany proclamation. Now, he says,
"MCC is being reminded that deed also
needs the Word."
MCC, he says, "needs to address the
criticism squarely. We are the servant of
the churches. They want to make sure
we share the gospel. We need to take
positive steps to do that."
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Next s u m m e r M C C C a n a d a will s p o n s o r
g a r d e n e r s to help Native p e o p l e grow
vegetables. $ 1 0 b u y s 100 lbs. (45 kg) of
potato seed. $1,400 s u p p o r t s o n e
volunteer for the summer.

•

Malindza Reception Centre in Swaziland
w e l c o m e s refugees f r o m M o z a m b i q u e .
Malnourished children receive an e g g in
addition to daily milk a n d p o r r i d g e for
breakfast. $1 buys e g g s for o n e c h i l d for
a month.
•
The Coptic Orthodox C h u r c h in Egypt
provides c h i l d care for w o r k i n g parents in
low income communities. M C C has
p l e d g e d $3,750 to these centers. Help
M C C meet its pledge.

•

Local a g extentionists work with poor
farmers in Bangladesh, seeking new
s o u r c e s of income from limited land. $12
provides extension services to o n e farmer
for o n e year.

•

€

Mennonite
Central
Committee
Mennonite Central
Committee and MCC U.S.
21 South 12th Street
Box M
Akron, KA 17501
MCC Canada
134 Plaza Drive
Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9

Fatherless children receive o n e meal a
day in a c h u r c h f e e d i n g p r o g r a m in La
Pista, Guatemala. 100 provides o n e meal.
$ 3 8 . 5 0 provides a daily meal for o n e c h i l d
for a year.

•

In Bolivia m a n y families cannot afford
school supplies. $1 buys a notebook, p e n
a n d pencil for a student. $ 7 buys a
c o m p l e t e school kit with notebooks, pens,
pencils, an eraser a n d a reader.
•
The elderly poor m a y b e hungry and
lonely. In Atlanta, Ga., an M C C e r takes
h o m e b o u n d elderly p e o p l e s h o p p i n g a n d
to the d o c t o r a n d helps with difficult
household tasks. $20 supports this friend
to the elderly for o n e day; $7,200, for a
year.
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Clergy malpractice:
a new liability theory
by Howard Kauffman

Clergy malpractice is the term loosely
applied to a type of lawsuit brought
against members of the clergyfor actions
they failed to take when they should
have acted, or actions they took when
they should not have acted. California is
the site of the most well-known clergy
malpractice case. The decisions of the
California court in this case may dramatically affect the way pastors conduct
their tasks and how they are trained.
Ken Nally, a 24-year-old seminary
student in Southern California, committed suicide in April 1979. In March
of 1980, his parents filed a suit against
Grace Community Church of the Valley, John F. MacArthur, Jr., and three
other Grace Community pastors for
clergy malpractice, negligence, and outrageous conduct.
The allegations of clergy malpractice
suggested that the church and the pastors effectively prevented their son from
seeking professional help; however, Nally
had seen five physicians, two mental
health professionals, and one psychiatrist. He had seen the psychiatrist six
weeks before his suicide. His parents
drove him to four or five of these
appointments. The pastors had encouraged him to seek psychiatric and psychological counseling and had even
scheduled some of the appointments.
The negligence allegations centered
on negligent training of the pastors for
their counseling responsibilities. The defense countered with the following evidence. Grace Community has an attendance of 8,000 to 10,000 persons. Its
Sunday evening services averages 4,000.
The congregation comprises 20,000. The
Howard Kauffman, a member of the Skyline View Brethren in Christ Church, is general counsel for the Jacob Engle Foundation. For further information,
you may
contact him at JEF's eastern office: P. O. Box
450, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055.
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pastors had seen 16,000 counselees without a suicide.
The count for outrageous conduct
alleged that Grace Community taught
that Catholics would not go to heaven.
The Nallys alleged that they were
Catholics and that this teaching exacerbated their son's anxiety and guilt.
By October of 1981, discovery had
been completed. (Discovery is the procedure by which the attorneys and parties learn each others' facts and theories
of the case prior to trial.) The discovery
included 40 depositions (the sworn or
affirmed testimony of a witness or party
taken prior to trial). A motion for summary judgment was filed on behalf of
the defendants. The trial court granted
the motion, which means that there was
no genuine issue of material fact upon
which the defendants could be held
liable.
The plaintiffs appealed and on June
24,1984, the appellate court reversed the
lower court's order dismissing the case
that was based upon the motion for
summary judgment. The appellate court
found that the plaintiff could provide
sufficient evidence to prove that the
defendants could be liable for intentional infliction of emotional distress.
After a four week trial, the court
granted the defendants'non-suit motion.
(A non-suit motion is similar to a summary judgment motion, but is made
after the plaintiff presents his case.) The
trial court further held that insufficient
evidence existed to hold the defendants
liable even if the law recognized the
duties suggested by the plaintiffs. The
case was dismissed a second time.
Again, the appellate court reversed
the trial court. Part of the evidence to
which the appellate court referred in
both of its decisions was a taped Sunday
school class entitled "Principles of Biblical Counseling." All of the Sunday
school classes are taped at Grace Com-

munity. The pastor who taught the class
answered an inquiry from a student in
the following manner:
And the suicidal says, "I am
under such tremendous pressure,
now I've got to have to (sic) pleasure of release! Now! I don't care
about the future." That's characteristic of human nature. So it is
very characteristic of the suicidal
that it is his fear of judgment that
drives him into the death after
which he will face that judgment,
if he is an unbeliever. And after
which, if he is a believer, he'll go to
be with the Lord. Yes, there will be
a loss of reward, but because of
the Lord, in his grace, he'll go to
be with the Lord. In fact, suicide is
one of the ways that the Lord
takes home a disobedient believer.
We read that in the Bible—that
death is one of the ways the Lord
deals with us. In 1 Corinthians 11,
verse 30, it says, "For this reason
because you are not judging sin in
your own life, many among you
are weak and sick" and what, "a
number sleep!" What's that mean?
They've gone to bed? They've gone
to bed for the night! What's that
mean? Sleep? They're dead! That's
right. And suicide for a believer is
the Lord saying, "Okay, come on
home. Can't use you any more on
earth. If you're not going to deal
with those things in your life,
come on home." (87 Daily Journal
D.A. R. 6595 at 6604; and204 Cal.
Rptr. 303 at 306 (1984).)
Obviously, the court will take note of
a teaching that suicide is a method by
which the Lord takes home a believer.
The court did not explain or apparently
note the context of the pastor's statements and may have even assumed the
pastor implied that suicide for a believer
is permissible though less than best.
Evangelical
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Although religious beliefs are not to be
tried in the courts, statements like the
above can be provocative.
Among other things, the court held
that a "non-therapist counselor who has
held himself out as competent to treat
serious emotional problems and voluntarily established a counseling relationship with an emotionally disturbed person has a duty to take appropriate
precautions should that person exhibit
suicidal tendencies" (87 Daily Journal
D.A.R. at 6599). In other words, if a
non-therapist counselor declares in some
manner that he can treat serious emotional problems, he must take appropriate precautions if the counsellee appears suicidal. Who is a non-therapist
counselor? A non-therapist is someone
who does not have authority to prescribe drugs. In another section of the
opinion, the court describes counselors
as those "who hold themselves out as
capable of dealing with mental and emotional illness severe enough to lead to
suicide."
If one believes that the answer to
man's greatest need is Christ, the liability ramifications extend far beyond the
pastoral counseling situation. For those
Christians who believe and practice the
priesthood of all believers, the issue of
liability is unclear. Although the court
indicates that advice from personal
friends, "teen hotline" services, or casual
advice from a pastor after morning services does not trigger a requirement to
take appropriate precautions, the court
presented no principles upon which to
base these distinctions.
The appellate court listed numerous
other duties for non-therapist counselors. Some of those duties include (1) the
duty "of a counselor to warn someone
authorized to prevent imminent suicide,"
(2) a duty of the church "to insure its
counselors are aware of these responsibilities [suicide prevention] and how to
discharge them," and (3) a duty to refer
suicidal counselees to "mental health
professionals society has authorized and
equipped to minimize" the suicidal risk.
Also, the court ruled that "the minimal
standard of care a non-therapist owes to
a counselee he diagnoses as suicidal is to
take steps to place him in the hands of
those to whom society has given the
authority and who by education and
experience are in the best position to
prevent the suicidal individual from succeeding in killing himself."
The court battle is not yet over. The
facts have been established for the court.
The battle that remains concerns what
October 1988

The decisions of
the California
Supreme Court
may dramatically
affect the way
pastors conduct
their tasks and how
they are trained.

set of principles will govern the facts and
how those principles will be applied to
the facts of this case and of future cases.
It appears the court may have overstepped the constitutional boundaries
regarding religion by permitting a jury
to determine, if that jury so wishes, that
a church's or an individual's religious
belief, expressed verbally, without
further action, is sufficient to hold the
church or individual liable. Freedom of
religion is an illusion unless accompanied by a freedom to verbalize a religious belief.
The California Supreme Court has
recently agreed to hear the defendants'
appeal of the appellate court decision.
Regardless of the outcome, churches
and pastors should recognize that simply
because they are a charitable organization, simply because they work for the
church, or simply because they are the
church, they are not immune from lawsuits. Their adoption of a prudent and
practical course of action will certainly
reduce the risk. In this country, we cannot prohibit someone from filing a suit,
even if the allegations are untrue. Certainly the defendant may answer that
the allegations are untrue, but he will
need to defend the case.
The present atmosphere regarding
churches and other charitable organizations in this country is not as favorable
as it once was in regard to the law. The
recent scandals involving major religious
organizations have intensified the scrutiny by the government and by the public and have affected the way both the
government and the public view those
organizations. A prudent and practical
course of action to reduce the risk and
the effects of lawsuits should be considered by every church and pastor.
The pastoral counselor should know
his limits. He may want to consider

advising the counselee to seek help from
a psychiatrist, psychologist, or even a
medical doctor, if necessary. Secondly,
the pastor may want to keep notes of his
sessions so that if problems occur, he
can show what he did, what he said, and
what he advised, and when. Notes, of
course, may show that he should have
done something differently, however.
Third, some churches have obtained
clergy malpractice insurance. Although
that may not reduce the risk of lawsuit,
it may reduce the effects. Fourth,
churches may want to consider incorporation. This step helps to immunize the
members of the church from the church's
debts and judgments that could result
from lawsuits. Some states may not
permit incorporation or may have laws
that minimize its utility.
Finally, if the church incorporates,
that state may permit indemnification of
the counselor under certain conditions,
particularly if the local church's bylaws
contain specific provisions as prescribed
by law.
The California Supreme Court is
reviewing this case and should shortly
render their decision. An update will
appear at that time.
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Coming of age:

Tentmaking is not just
for apostles anymore
by Craig Michalski

" We rejoice that a new missionary
era has dawned . . . "
(The Lausanne Covenant)
One little boy, when asked what
he wanted to be when he grew up,
answered not "fireman" or "cowboy" or "doctor," but "missionary."
He comes from a missionary family,
and his father was in the room—
those facts may have influenced his
answer. One day, however, he might
just be a missionary, but perhaps not
the same kind of missionary his
father is.
Today's missionary might resemble a pin-striped executive from
Madison Avenue or a Silicon Valley
software expert. Many missionaries
are taking advantage of the thousands of overseas occupations open
to skilled men and women in every
field. They are called "tentmakers"
after the example of the Apostle
Paul and, together with traditional
missionaries, they are a key part of
completing the task of world evangelization.
In recent years, as dozens of countries have tossed out their colonial
oppressors, they've grown increasingly nationalistic and have given
more and more foreigners—missionaries included—the boot. According to Ruth Siemens of Global
Opportunities, a missions referral
agency specifically for tentmakers,
60 percent of the world is closed to
the career missionary.
The irony of this, though, is that
in their very eagerness to stand on
Reprinted by permission from
World
Christian, ® 1985, Volume 4, Number 3.
P.O. Box 40010, Pasadena, CA 91104.
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their own, these countries are reaching for foreigners to help. Developing countries with tremendous needs
in education, community development, business and other fields are
inviting qualified individuals to work
in their lands. "Even the most closed
country is open to the Christian with
the right qualifications," says Siemens. In some countries, the salary
might be modest compared to U.S.
standards, but in many parts of the
world, pay can be as much as 40
percent higher than an equivalent
job in the United States.
The Apostle Paul proved that a
secular job and a Christian ministry
make a dynamic duo. Paul gets most
of the credit for demonstrating that
tentmaking is a successful way of
supporting oneself while living and
working among non-believers. Paul
recognized that there were advantages to requesting financial support
from churches and defended his
right to receive it, but he financed his
church planting excursions himself.
Paul's self-supporting ministry has
become a popular model for mission. In the early centuries after
Christ's death, Christians carried the
good news to remote corners of the
world in every conceivable way.
Soldiers carried the gospel across the
land and sailors spread it at sea.
In Germany during the 17th Century, a small band of Christians,
alarmed by the spiritual needs of the
islanders of St. Thomas, an island in
the West Indies, sent two volunteers
who supported themselves as a potter and a carpenter. The Moravians,
as these people were called, later sent
bakers, watchmakers and other busi-

nessmen to foreign lands. Through
the enterprises they created, many
had a chance to hear and respond to
Christ.
A few generations later, William
Carey, known as the "father of modern missions," made his footprint on
the tentmaking field. A shoemaker
by profession, Carey chose to support himself during his stay in India.
"My business is to witness for Christ,"
he said. "I make shoes just to pay the
expenses." Carey was determined to
become as "Indian" as any outsider
could. He didn't just learn enough of
the language to get by—he became
fluent. Carey had a love affair with
India, and the Indian people could
tell. Carey earned the right to proclaim Christ, and many heard and
believed. In recognition of all his
achievements for the country, India
printed a stamp of Carey in 1961
commemorating the bicentennial of
his birth.
Carey is a shining example of a
man who paid his own way, yet he
went overseas as a Christian witness,
not an employee. He studied diligently and linked hands with others
so that he could make the greatest
impact for Christ. Around the world
today, many follow his example.
J. Christy Wilson, in his book, Today's Tentmakers, writes that in the
opinion of one African missionary,
the most effective Christian witness
he had ever seen was a U.S. citizen
involved in a cattle-raising project.
The tentmaking model still offers
a great path to the mission field.
Experts point out, though, that this
path includes a few pitfalls as well.
Tentmaking is often an attractive
alternative to traditional missions
because it appeals to the free-spirited
American. For some, tentmaking is
enticing because it is possible to
serve outside of the network of the
missions establishment. This turns
out to be a poor reason to choose
tentmaking, however. Every missions
effort needs a team mentality. Tentmakers must learn to complement
the work of career missionaries, not
compete with them. Francis Norton
taught English as a tentmaker in
Afghanistan. He points out that
before a tentmaker heads across the
Evangelical
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ocean, he or she must cultivate "submission, servanthood and accountability." All tentmakers need a home
church and a mission board to keep
them accountable to others who
have wisdom and experience. The
local church provides an environment where the tentmaker can test
his gifts. The mission board can
advise the tentmaker about where
those gifts will best be utilized.
The tentmaker probably won't
learn to fully appreciate the benefits
of a local church fellowship until he
gets overseas. In foreign countries,
the tentmaker won't be surrounded
by the arms of loving Christian fellowship. Linking up with a team of
Christians who have similar ministry
skills or with missionaries or tentmakers already in the country will
not only increase the impact the
tentmaker can have in a particular
city, but these friends will ease the
loneliness everyone overseas experiences from time to time.
Tentmakers who have been overseas were thankful for the support
Christians at home gave to them.
One woman in Massachusetts who
couldn't go abroad herself encouraged tentmakers going to a Muslim
country by writing them letters and
getting people to pray. The tentmakers said that they wouldn't have
made it without the support ministry
of that woman and her friends. "It is
vital to have people at home who are
committed to praying for you," one
couple said. "Before you go, you
must educate people who will keep
praying for you even if you can't
write home," they added.
The Apostle Paul recognized the
need to have prayer partners pulling
for him. In his prayer letter to the
Colossians, he asked the people to
pray "that God may open up to us a
door for the word, so that we may
speak forth the mystery of Christ"
(Col. 4:3). Today, as the nations are
throwing wide their doors, the time
is ripe for many to enter, linked with
those who pray as Paul prayed that
God would open hearts even as he
has opened countries. Says a spokesman at North Africa Mission, "A
closed door is never locked, and a
door is not a wall."
•
October 1988 17

From Calgary, Alberta, to Pharr, Texas . . .
\ )
from Sarasota, Florida, to Upland, California . . .
from Merrill, Michigan, to the Bronx, New York

The SruK
of the
righteous
isa
tree ot
life, and
he who
i wins
I souls
\ is wise.

to a
scattered people

VISITOR
The first editor, Henry Davidson, over 100 years ago expressed
his concern that the Evangelical Visitor be a "bond of communication over the miles to a very scattered people." We share that
same concern today.
The Visitor can be a publication which links us as brothers and
sisters, uniting us across the North American continent. But it
can only serve this purpose if you subscribe.

This is the month for our annual subscription drive for both new
subscriptions and renewals. Don't wait until tomorrow—renew your
subscription today, and give a year's gift subscription to a friend. (Note:
A price increase takes effect January 1, 1989.)

1 year renewal
2 year renewal
3 year renewal
5 year renewal
Lifetime subscription
New subscription and
Gift subscriptions

U.S.
funds
$ 8.50
15.00
21.00
33.00
130.00

Canadian
funds
$ 10.00
18.00
26.50
41.00
160.00

7.00

8.50

You may renew your subscription or give gift subscriptions through
your local congregation's fall Visitor subscription campaign. Or, mail
your check and address to:
Evangelical Visitor
P.O. Box 166
Nappanee. IN 46550

Join the Visitor family—subscribe today!

i

od at work in our world
Tent ministry
Hamilton Madlabane—Pretoria, South
Africa
"The Lord has done great things for
us, and we are filled with joy" (Ps.
126:3). As I read the words of the psalmist, my heart is filled with heavenly joy. I
am very thankful to the Lord for what
he has done for us as his children. The
Lord has provided us with a secondhand tent, which is still in good condition. We use it for an outreach ministry
which began the end of June. On Sunday afternoons, we also go out as a
group for an open air service to talk to
people about God.
The reasons for these ministries are
(1) to forewarn and forearm God's children to be aware of the times we live in,
(2) to disciple Christians to become
fishers of men, and (3) to preach the
saving message of the Lord Jesus Christ
to perishing souls. My heart goes out for
the lost. Something must be done before
it is too late.
The attendance has been good even
though the weather is cold. God's hand
has been upon us in a wonderful way.
Christians have been touched and revived
by God's Word. In the first two meetings, three young men accepted the Lord
into their lives for the first time. To God
be all the glory!
I am thankful to know that many of
God's children are praying for us daily.
Without your support in prayer, we
cannot do the work of God effectively.
Will you kindly join hands in praying
for this work we do for the Master?
Continue to pray for me; I need God as
never before. My heart yearns for revival for all the peoples of our country.

Malaria season
Rachel Copenhaver—Sikalongo
Hospital, Zambia
This has been the heaviest malaria
season I have seen at Sikalongo. We had
many very sick patients, and we transferred quite a few to Choma (government hospital 25 miles away). Quite a
number were children with cerebral
malaria or with anemia as a result of the
malaria—children who needed blood
transfusions.
One evening, family members were
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bringing a 12-year-old girl to the hospital, but she never made it. She died of
malaria on the way. The parents were
not present at the time. They were at the
funeral of another child who had died of
malaria a few days before. The next day
another sibling was brought in with
cerebral malaria. That one died also. 1
found these events very difficult to deal
with.
During this time, I was reading the
book of Joshua. In the first chapter,
God tells Joshua, "Be strong and courageous," and promises his presence.
These words gave me encouragement.
God had been preparing Joshua for
war. I wasn't going to war, but we did
have many heavy days of work. The
Lord gave us the strength, wisdom, and
courage we needed, and I thank him.

I know he cares for me
Arlene Schuiteman—Macha Hospital,
Zambia
Letters from Zambian friends often
begin with the words, "I thank God that
he has given me this time to write to
you." I feel those words are most appropriate for me today. You see, I
missed death by about one inch and a
split second on Wednesday, April 27, at
9:20 a.m.
I was on my way to a meeting in
Lusaka. The 42 miles of dirt road from
Macha to Choma is usually somewhat
of an adventure, especially at the end of
the rains. Tall, uncut grass borders the
road then. The road had been recently
graded, and it was smoother than I had
ever seen it. 1 was making good time at
about 45 mph!
I was well over halfway to Choma,
going around a bend in the road, when
suddenly a large, blue truck came around
the curve at breakneck speed on my side
of the road! There seemed no way I was
going to avoid a head-on collison. I
shouted, "God, help!" and he did.
Somehow I braked and turned off the
road. Providentially, there were no trees,
stones, holes or ditches right there. I
bumped up and swung around, while
the truck screeched past me. I heard a
strange pop! I couldn't believe I was still
alive. The truck had disappeared around
the bend. I got out of the car. It was not
damaged except for the side-view mir-

ror, which had been hit and shattered.
That was all.
I couldn't stop praising God as, with
weakened knees, I continued my journey toward Choma. My eyes fell on the
little scripture verse, taped to the dash,
which reads, "He shall give His angels
charge over thee, to guard thee in all
ways" (Psalm 91:11 KJV). This isn't the
first time his angels have been actively
on duty on my behalf. Then the words of
an old song came to me: "His eye is on
the sparrow, and I know he watches
me." By the way, were any of you awakened to pray for me in the wee hours of
the morning of April 27th?

A chance to do
other than work
Marilyn Ebersole—Macha Hospital,
Zambia
In April, one of my lab assistants left
Macha to work at a hospital nearer his
home. The other was on vacation for his
wedding and honeymoon (the man
makes the wedding arrangements here).
That left me alone in the lab for five and
a half weeks during the busy malaria
season. I was at the hospital every day
and often for long hours. I thank the
Lord for providing me strength and
good health for this period.
Now that Gracious is back in the lab,
I have had the chance to do things other
than work. Three Saturdays in June, I
went to area churches for Christian education workshops (five to seven churches
come together for an all-day meeting).
Abraham MTiango (a Sunday school
teacher at Macha), Maureen Hansumo
(director of a choir of local children) and
Lameck Chikashyi (pastor of the
Mweebo church) completed our team.
Attendance at the first workshop was
poor. However, we were overwhelmed
the next week to have 64 people attend.
We ran out of materials. It is exciting to
see this kind of interest in the work of
Sunday schools.
It was also exciting to see the commitment of the team members. Maureen
was hospitalized for malaria one week.
She was discharged on Friday. But the
following day she was along to the
workshop. Pastor Chikashyi had been
away another week. His bicycle broke
down on his way home on Friday. He
pushed it for four hours and arrived at
Macha late that night so he could go
with us on Saturday. I thank the Lord
for these young people and for the
opportunity I have to minister with
them.
Evangelical
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Mpopoma youth group
by Mr. D. Ndlovu

During the year 1987, the Mpopoma youth group worked under
the theme, "We are the light of the
world" (Matt. 5:14). Our programs
showed much improvement—especially our music groups, the youth
choir and the Messengers of God.
Also we had speakers who shared
with us the word of God. These
came from our church, the Brethren
in Christ.
The youth committee drew up a
code of conduct. There were laws
pertaining to the behavior of all
members of our youth group. These
laws were a guide to the youth
towards spiritual growth.
On the 28th of February there was
Bible quiz competition for all the
youth groups of four churches in
Bulawayo which was held at Nkulumane. We participated in this competition, but we were unsuccessful.
Reprintedfrom
Amazwi Amahle, a publication of the Brethren in Christ Church in
Zimbabwe.

On the 10th of March, we started
mid-week prayers. The theme was,
"Go ye into the whole world"(Mark
16:15). These prayers are held every
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. in the houses
of our interested church members.
Our aim is to strengthen and win for
Christ all those that have not as yet
received Jesus Christ into their hearts.
It also helps us to know each other
more in the work of God and thus be
helpful to one another spiritually.
On the 28th of March we launched
a fund-raising program which was
very successful. We had a dinner
party which started on Saturday at
6:00 p.m. Those who attended paid
seven dollars each. This was for the
meal that was prepared with the
music program.
As a sign of progress and spiritual
growth, on the 22nd of June our
youth choir recorded 10 songs with
the Amagugu Evangeli studio. This
also was to raise funds. We are still
continuing with the recordings and

Advice from mission leaders
by David Howard

One of the wisest pieces of advice
ever given to me came when I was a
senior in college. I was majoring in
Bible and was a "gung ho" missionary candidate. I had been active in
the Student Foreign Missions Fellowship both on my local campus
and around the country, even spending one summer traveling with a
team of four students to challenge
other young people for missions. My
best friend Jim Elliot and I were
both very anxious to get going to the
mission field and were encouraging
Dr. Howard is General Director of the
World Evangelical Fellowship.
Reprinted
with permission from Trinity World Forum,
Fall 1984, (Vol. 10, No. 1).
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each other in this. The idea of further
academic training almost seemed
unspiritual to us at that stage.
One day I was talking with Dr.
Norton Sterrett of India, who at that
time was Missions Director of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF)
here in the U.S. and director of
Urbana '48. I asked his advice on
going immediately overseas or taking further training. His wise and
carefully worded answer went like
this:
"Dave, I can't tell you God's will
for you. But I can tell you two things
without fear of contradiction. First,
if you do take further theological
and biblical training now, you will

hope that the public will enjoy the
music when they hear the songs
which will soon be out.
On the 22nd of June we had lessons that were prepared for us by the
church overseer, Rev. K. Q. Moyo,
Coordinator of Church Growth.
Twenty people attended and passed
three lessons which were held for
two weeks. We benefited a lot.
On the 27th of June we conducted
a music show. This was another fundraising program which was successful. These fund-raising programs
were meant to help us buy electrical
music instruments.
On the 4th of July we bought our
first set of electrical music instruments which led to the formation of
a band on the 10th of September. On
the 5th of July was Youth Day. This
was on Sunday and the youth led the
service.
We suffered a severe blow one
morning when we found that all our
instruments for which we worked so
hard were stolen. However we are
looking to God with a hope that
some day the thief might be discovered. May those who are able to pray
join with us in prayer that the thief
shall be discovered.
•

never regret it, and you will probably
wish you had taken more. Second, if
you do not take further training
now, I guarantee that the day will
come when you regret it."
On this basis, plus other leading
from God, I entered graduate school
to take an M.A. in Theology. Over
the years of missionary service in
Costa Rica and Colombia, followed
by ministry among students in IVCF
in the U.S., and worldwide ministry
through the World Evangelical Fellowship, I have never regretted one
minute spent in that further training.
What I did have was absolutely minimal for the ministry God gave to
me, and I am deeply grateful for it.
Many times over the years I have
quoted Dr. Sterrett to students who
have consulted me on the same issue.
It was wise advice, and I gladly
pass it on to students today.
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(^tiurch f\Jews
Fund raising approved
for women's shelter
in San Francisco
The Lifeline Ministries Board of
Directors, in consultation with the Board
for Brotherhood Concerns and the
Board for Stewardship, has initiated a
$ 150,000 capital fund-raising campaign.
The campaign will take place in two
phases. The first phase will complete
construction work at the Guerrero St.
property in San Francisco, and the
second will furnish the facility.
The fully-renovated property will
house a women's shelter ministry known
as "Heaven's Gate." Heaven's Gate is a
Christ-centered emergency shelter for
battered and homeless women and children who are in need. Their stay in the
shelter may extend up to four weeks for
emergency reasons, or up to nine months
for women in the resident rehabilitation
program. The director of the program is
Leslie Harvel.
Individual donations are urgently
needed between now and the end of the
year. Individuals choosing to donate, or
wanting more information, may write or
call Lifeline Ministries; P.O. Box
410445; San Francisco, CA 94141 -0445.
Telephone (415) 861-4820.
If you choose to contribute, please
designate your check for the "capital
project."

Service Opportunity
T i m b e r Bay Children's Home, in
Saskatchewan, Canada, has an
immediate o p e n i n g for a Spiritual
Life Coordinator. This person
w o u l d provide ministry to the child r e n a n d staff at the H o m e , as well
as the native people in the surrounding community.
T h i s is a V o l u n t a r y Service position, w i t h a preferred term of two
years. Contact T o m Davies or Ray
Sider for more information.
T i m b e r Bay Children's H o m e
T i m b e r Bay, Sask. S0J 2T0
Phone (306) 663-5811
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Allegheny Conference
The Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg. Pa.,
held Rally Day on Sept. 11 with the Family Circle.
Revival services with Terry Burton followed
through Sept. 17. • The Morley Family A Cappella Singers and Handbell Choir from Mifflinburg. Pa., gave programs Aug. 21 to the Antrim
congregation, Chambersburg, with a variety of
instruments and family combinations. • The Big
Valley congregation, Belleville, Pa., planned revival services with Delmas Hock, Sept. 19-25. • The
youth of the Carlisle, Pa., congregation sponsored
a Voyager concert Aug. 31 in the church gym.
Lessons for September were on "big time wrestling": party time, trust, temptation, and anger.
The church was the site of the Aug. 25 Church
Growth Dinner with speaker Charles McGavran.
Curt and Marti Byers, London church planters,
shared on Aug. 21 with the Cedar Grove congregation, Mifflintown, Pa. • The Chambersburg,
Pa., congregation had Fall Festival Day, Sept. 11,
with Henry Ginder, and Rally Day, Sept. 25, with
Ron and Carolyn Patty. • On Aug. 28, Rev. and
Mrs. Lome Lichty were installed as pastoral couple of the Clear Creek church, Everett, Pa. • On
Aug. 23, Jews for Jesus presented "The Liberated
Wailing Wall: an Experience of Messianic Joy!" at
the Cumberland Valley church, Dillsburg, Pa.
The Fairview congregation, Waynesboro, Pa.,
recently purchased a low mileage 72 car to be
available for missionaries on furlough and families
in emergencies. An Aug. 21 picnic was occasion to
get acquainted with Scott Miles and family as
associate pastor. • The Five Forks congregation,
Waynesboro, Pa., planned a family hike and picnic at Cowans Gap on Aug. 28. • Chris and Joyce
Givler began a church planting Aug. 22 in Frederick, Md. • The Grantham, Pa., congregation
recently had a fellowship meal with the Rich
Steubing family sharing about their pilgrimage of
service in Zambia.
Dwight and Charlene Lehman were installed
Aug. 28 as youth directors of the Hanover, Pa.,
congregation. • On Sept. 17, the Hollowell congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., planned a Sunday
school staff appreciation dinner. • Louis Cober,
church relations secretary for Brethren in Christ
World Missions, spoke Aug. 14 to the Locust
Grove congregation, York, Pa. • The Dave Brumgardner family sang in the Rally Day service Sept.
18 of the Marsh Creek church, Howard, Pa. Jay
and Judy Smith from Senegal spoke on Sept. 25.
The Martinsburg, Pa., congregation had a missions emphasis Sept. 4 with Alvin and Thata
Book. • The Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation
held a family life conference Sept. 3-4 with Henry
Ginder. The new 15-acre, $200,000 tract of land
was paid for by Aug. 28 and dedicated in a Sept. 11
service with Bishop Kipe and Devon Bontrager. •
Rev. and Mrs. Elbert Smith provided music for
the Aug. 14 worship service of the Messiah Village
congregation, Mechanicsburg. • Rev. and Mrs.
Curtis Bryant were installed Aug. 28 as pastoral
couple of the Montgomery church, near Upton,
Pa.
The Morning Hour Chapel congregation, East
Berlin, Pa., plans to view the Dobson "Turn Your
Heart Toward Home" films on the second and
fourth Sundays, September through November.
A hymn sing with the Wilt family was Aug. 28. •

The Mowersville, Green Spring, Blue Mountain,
and South Mountain congregations sponsored
tent meetings along Route 641 on Aug. 21 -28. The
Lebanon Valley Gospel Band performed in the
Aug. 21 services. • The senior high youth of the
Mt. Rock congregation, Shippensburg, Pa., recently journeyed to minister with the Fellowship
Chapel church, Bronx, N.Y.
Sept. 4 was Heritage Sunday at the New Guilford church, Chambersburg, Pa. Pastor Verno
spoke in the morning on the "Responsibility of
Maintaininga Godly Heritage"and Lewis Knepper
and Eber Hess shared on "People to be Remembered." History and customs of the church was the
evening topic with the pastor, Paul Sollenberger,
and Chester Wingert. • Bishop Kipe spoke the
evening message Aug. 17 for the Roseglen congregation. Duncannon, Pa. • Steve Russell has been
called to pastor the South Mountain congregation, Chambersburg, Pa. • Child Evangelism Fellowship led VBS Aug. 1-5 for the Van Lear congregation, Williamsport, Md. • The King's Messengers were in concert on Rally Day, Sept. 11, at
the West Shore church, Enola, Pa.

Atlantic Conference
Aug. 28 was the Sunday school program and
class promotions for the children of the Community Bible Chapel, Sarasota, Fla. A salad and dessert bar followed the service. • The Cross Roads
congregation, Mt. Joy, Pa., recently sent a 20pound box of jello recipes and ingredients to Shirley Johnson in Thailand. • Pastor Allison preached
his farewell message Aug. 14 to the Elizabethtown,
Pa., congregation. Elbert Smith is interim pastor.
Evangelistic services with Henry Ginder were
planned for Sept. 18 and 25. • In September, the
ladies of the Fairland church, Cleona, Pa., began
the ministry of hosting Sunday meals for guests
who attend the services. The youth held a car wash
on Aug. 20.
The sermon topic on Aug. 21 for the Free Grace
congregation, Millersburg, Pa., was "If every
Christian went to hell for five minutes." The
church planned a work day for Sept. 17. • On
Sept. 11, the Holden Park congregation, Orlando,
Fla., had an evening of games, hymn singing, and
ice cream. • On Aug. 28, the Hummelstown, Pa.,
congregation received five new members, heard
Bishop Byers speak, and held their Sunday school
picnic. • A catered picnic to welcome the Ernsts as
pastoral family was held Aug. 21 by the Lancaster,
Pa., congregation. The Tony Campolo film series
"Who Switched the Price Tags?" was slated for
every other Sunday morning, Sept. 11—Oct. 23.
The men's fellowship of the Manor congregation, Mountville, Pa., planned a Sept. 24 outing to
the Phillies-Expos game. • Slides of China and
Russia by Janet and Morris Sherk were shown
Aug. 21 to the Mastersonville, Pa., congregation.
A Galilean service was planned for Sept. 18.* The
young adult class of the Mt. Pleasant congregation, Mt. Joy, Pa., planned an Aug. 26-28 retreat
with Dan Houck as resource person. • Peter Vanderploeg began church planting in Naples, Fla., in
August. • The senior members of the Palmyra,
Pa., congregation were honored in special programming on Sept. 11. A building committee has
been established.
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Associate Director of Stewardship Paul Hostetler and missionaries Bob and Carol Geiger
spoke to the Pequea congregation, Lancaster, Pa.,
in Aug. 21 services. • The Sept. 11 evening service
of the Refton, Pa., congregation included a message by Bishop Byers, and "Stir Into Flame," a
presentation by the youth music and drama team.
Dave Hershberger preached and led a concert of
prayer on Sept. 25. • The Silverdale, Pa., congregation had a retreat on Sept. 2-4 with speakers Jeff
and Libby Hollenbach. • Shadreck Maloka, overseer of church development in South Africa, spoke
in the Aug. 21 morning service of the Skyline View
congregation. Harrisburg, Pa.
The Stowe, Pa., congregation planned an Aug.
6 visit to a replica of the tabernacle constructed
east of Lancaster. • Aug. 7 was "Christmas in
July" deadline for the Summit View congregation,
New Holland, Pa., to offer items for a missionary
present to the Kipe family. Rallys of the Encounter ^8 Crusade for Christ were held in the church
building from Aug. 15—Sept. 13. • The Venice,
Fla., congregation reports three new families
gained from the "Focus on the Family"film showing; a new spirit of revival; two small groups and a
Wednesday night program; a need for adults,
finances, a copier, and an organist.

Canadian Conference
Pastor and Mrs. Dwayne Hulett of the Falls
View congregation, Niagara Falls, Ont., attended
the Billy Graham School of Evangelism in early
August. A study on "Recognizing Your Gifts"
began on Wednesday nights in September. • The
young adult class of the Heise Hill congregation,
Gormley, Ont., sponsored a rally on Aug. 20. The
annual corn roast was Aug. 29. • Scot and Jennifer
White have accepted the call to pastor the Kindersley congregation, Sask. • Four persons were baptized Aug. 28 into the Lakeside congregation, Calgary, Alb., followed by a family communion service and a celebration lunch.
John Sider, former missionary to India, was
speaker for the Sept. 30—Oct. 2 mission weekend
of the Massey Place congregation, Saskatoon,
Sask. • The Siders also spoke to the North East
Community congregation, Calgary, Alb., on Sept.
25. The church recently had a leaflet distribution
day to promote Kid's Day. • The Oak Ridges,
Ont., congregation had a corn roast Sept. 10.
Bishop Sider spoke on the 11th. • Two persons
were baptized recently by the Ridgemount congregation, Hamilton, Ont. The leadership urged
participation in the Millie Dienert neighborhood/
workplace prayer seminar Aug. 16, 17.
The Sherkston, Ont., congregation had VBS
Aug. 15-19 for all ages, including an adult class on

the book Healing for Damaged Emotions by
David Seamands. A farewell was held Aug. 7 for
Steve and Judy Grant, leaving to serve as dorm
parents at Timber Bay Children's Home. • Pastor
and Mrs. James Cober were installed Aug. 7 at the
Springvale church, Hagersville, Ont. • Forty-eight
people from the Welland, Ont., congregation
attended the Buffalo, N.Y., Billy Graham Crusade. Three went forward. Six new members were
received on Aug. 7, three by baptism. • Darrell
Winger recently completed a summer internship
with the Westheights congregation, Kitchener,
Ont. Mike and Sandi Hannigan commenced ministry as part-time pastoral assistants on Sept. 1.

Central Conference
Ray Herbst of the Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio, was given thanks on Aug. 7 for his
many hours in coordinating plans for the three
service groups that the church hosted recently. The
congregation began GRADE in September. • The
Praise Singers from Penn View Bible Institute
sang and testified recently for the Bethel congregation, Merrill, Mich. • Atlee and Janet Hershberger, recently returned from Africa, shared in
the Aug. 28 morning worship of the Christian
Union congregation, Garrett, Ind. The congregation has begun "When You Disagree," a Biblebased study on how to respond to conflict developed by Mennonite Conciliation Service.
Six people were baptized recently by the Dayton, Ohio, congregation. Angela Chafin Newberry
was children's church teacher for Memorial Holiness Camp. Under her supervision the children
collected $170 for Timber Bay Children's Home. •
On Aug. 21, Luann Zercher introduced the Fairview congregation, Englewood. Ohio, to the music
of the bell choir from St. Paul United Methodist
Church where she is presently serving, then spoke
a message on "Upside Down Love." • The Saturday evening activities of the Southern Ohio missions weekend were held at the Highland church,
West Milton, Ohio; a panel discussion and children's and youth services. The congregation again
sponsored the "Farewell to Summer"youth weekend, Sept. 17-18.
The Lakeview congregation, Goodrich, Mich.,
planned a Sunday school picnic at Middleton's
Park for Aug. 28. Sept. 17 was a church growth
workshop, "How to Show Your Faith." • The
Morrison, 111., congregation had a fall retreat Sept.
16-18 at Oakdale Nature Park. The congregation
is starting a prayer chain and newsletter. • The
Nappanee, lnd., congregation enjoyed a weekend
of music and missions emphasis Aug. 27-28 with
Lamar and Alice Dourte. Two women received
Christ in the Aug. 28 service. • The Pleasant Hill,

"Church night" at Merrittville Speedway
While General Conference discussed the
merits of being a chaplain, Welland, Ontario's own Walter Kelly had gone out and
become o n e — t o a m o t o r speedway. And on
Aug. 6, the Welland C h u r c h actively sought
the unchurched amid "church night" at the
Merrittville Speedway.
W h a t did that mean? A substantial article
a b o u t the congregation in the track magazine; a n o t h e r article in the same publication
a b o u t race driver and Welland member,
H o w a r d Disher; handing out church flyers
to m o r e than 1,300 track attenders; giving
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trophies and bonuses to winners, and 100
church logo hats as d o o r prizes.
As the demolition derby dust cleared,
there seemed no doubt that the Welland
Church had made itself highly visible. As
their publicity article says, "Rev. Walter
Kelly is proud to be involved in the sport of
dirt track auto racing. T o be pastoring an
exciting growing church that will sponsor a
night at the track says a great deal about the
pastor and the congregation. It would be
their joy to meet you at church some Sunday
in the near future."

Tele-harvest report (we did It!)
The Oak Park Church, Des Moines, la., assisted
by the Mound Park Church, Dallas Center, la.,
held a tele-harvest telephone campaign during the
entire month of August. We had four phones set
up in the basement that we used from 5:0Q to 9:00
p.m. Monday thru Friday. Between both churches
we had twelve people doing the calling, Teens and
others from the church helped with the computer
work, stamping, sorting, sealing and filing. We
also had the great pleasure of working with
Warren Hoffman and Bishop and Mrs. Glenn
Ginder during the month.
We set a goal of reaching 10,000 people in our
community by phone and having 1,500 unchurched
households on our mailing list. Our final count
was 12,769 calls made with 6,668 answers. A total
of 1,535 people agreed to receive mailed information about our church.
Working together we reached our goal. Praise
the Lord! —Carol Still, Oak Park S.S. Supt.

Ohio, congregation had a carry-in meal Aug. 28 to
thank teachers and commission them for a new
year of service.

Midwest Conference
Henry and Faithe Landis have returned to the
pastorate of the Abilene, Ks., church after being
away serving the Hispanic community in Pharr,
Tx. Having served the congregation from 19751983, they were welcomed back with a food
shower on Sept. 7. • On Aug. 21, the Community
and the Mt. View congregations, Colorado
Springs, Colo., got together for an evening with
Bishop Ginder, musician Clyde Rogers, and homemade ice cream. • Twenty-one persons of the Mt.
View congregation attended a "soupper" at the
pastor's house recently. The congregation began a
children's club in October.
A major discipleship effort is under way at the
Fellowship church, Cedar Hill, Tx., to prepare
members for lay leadership. • The Mound Park
congregation, Dallas Center, Iowa, has affirmed
Dwayne Potteiger's ministry for an extension of
one year. • Shawn Finnigan has come to assist the
Oklahoma City, Okla., church in evangelistic outreach with concentrated efforts among young
adults and Hispanics.
Three were baptized recently by the Red Starr
congregation, Leedey, Okla., as part of a special
year-long prayer thrust that continues to result in
new growth. • The Hope, Abilene, and Zion
churches in Kansas had a joint picnic on Aug. 21 at
Hope Park. • Alvin and Thata Book and Charles
Norman were guest speakers in August for the
Zion congregation, Abilene, Ks.

Pacific Conference
On Sept. 9, the Chino, Calif., church sponsored
a seminar by Gene Getz on "Sharpening the Focus
of the Church." • The Moreno Community
church, Moreno Valley, Calif., had an Aug. 31
work day to spruce up the facilities for the new
school year. They offer preschool through fourth
grade. • The New Community congregation,
Pomona, Calif., celebrated its first two baptisms
on Aug. 14 at the home of Ray and Fern Musser. •
The Ontario, Calif., church started off the fall with
an exciting mid-week program: Whirlybirds (gr.
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1-4); Jet Cadets (5-8); high school; Ambassadors
outreach team; and a study of marriage: "Survival
. . . revival!"
The Pacific Highway congregation, Salem, Ore.,
initiated daily 6:00 a.m. prayer sessions on Sept. 1.
Members organized a garage sale recently to help
with church bills. • The Riverside, Calif., congregation had a spiritual gifts workshop on Sept. 10.
The second annual pasta party was planned for
Oct. 8. • The Upland, Calif., congregation said
farewell Aug. 28 to music director A1 Hawker and
his wife following an evening music and praise
service. Bill Maher began as youth minister on
Sept. 1.

Highlight bulletin items and send them to us
each month by the 25th. Further guidelines for
submitting church news and "For the Record"
items are available upon requestfrom the editorial
offices.

Myers: Heather Jean, Aug. 1; Patty Myers, Air
Hill congregation, Pa.
Mylin: Kent Darren, Aug. 27; Dale and Marcia (Renno) Mylin, Pequea congregation, Pa.
Norton: Kyle Edward, Aug. 3; John and Tina
(Wenger) Norton, Manor congregation, Pa.
Parmer: Cheree, July 19; Rodney and Leona
Parmer, Fairview Ave. congregation. Pa.
Peiffer: Franklin Robert John, July 29; John
and Luann(Hager) Peiffer, Manor congregation,
Pa.
Penner: Timothy Matthew, Mar. 11; Jon and
Judy (Bundy) Penner, New Community congregation, Calif.
Proud: Marion Ruth, Apr. 28; Ron and Linda
Proud, Ridgemount congregation, Ont.
Ricker: Abbie Eliza, Aug. 3; Kevin and Sue
Ricker, Carlisle congregation, Pa.
Rock: Caleb Kent, July 8; Kent and Mary
(Engle) Rock, Rosebank congregation, Ks.
Shank: Corey Austin, Aug. 26; Roy and Tina
(Brechbill) Shank, Antrim congregation, Pa.

For the Record
Births
Baker: Paul Adam, July 23; Steve and Jamie
(Willis) Baker, Highland congregation, Ohio.
Bart/en: Melissa Andrea, July 19; Harvey and
Theresa Bartzen, Massey Place congregation,
Sask.
Bowers: Jessica Lyn, Aug. 4; Dean and Diane
Bowers, Carlisle congregation, Pa.
Crawford: Rebekah Leah, July 4; Ron and
Tess Crawford, New Guilford congregation, Pa.

Strelioff: Karsten Adam, Aug. 10; John and
Mona Strelioff, Massey Place congregation, Sask.
Thom: Rachel Elizabeth, July 27; Keith and
Marilyn (Lofthouse) Thom, Heise Hill congregation, Ont.
Tycholis: Jonathan Andrew Allan, July 10;
Randy and Norene Tycholis, Lakeside Community congregation, Alb.
Vongphachanh: Judy, July 31; Bouavanh and
Chantone Vongphachanh, Bertie congregation,
Ont.
Walker: Samantha and Allison, Aug. 7; Dale
and Tina Walker, Highland congregation, Ohio.
Wolf: Kelsey Lorraine, Aug. 13; Leonard and
Cathy Wolf, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.

Crouse: Nicole Marie, Aug. 24; Lynn and
Marilyn Crouse, Abilene congregation, Ks.
Elian: Grant Elliott, July 16; Bob and Nancy
Elian, Massey Place congregation, Sask.
Eshleman: Jeremy Graham, Aug. 7; Craig and
Linda Eshleman, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Etter: Kaitlyn Karina, Aug. 24; Troy and Janelle
(Wingert) Etter, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Fehr: Ryan Michael, July 17; Jake and Cheryl
Fehr, Massey Place congregation, Sask.
Fortner: Jeremy Michael, Aug. 16; James and
Lorinda (Cober) Fortner, Naples, Fla., church
planting.
Good: Duke Jordan, Aug. 4; Clayton and Julie
Good, Manheim congregation, Pa.
Grabill: Jonas, Aug. 29; Galen and Joan Grabill, Sippo Valley congregation, Pa.
Harley: Brooke Nicole, Aug. 2; Mike and Sue
(Potteiger) Harley, Mechanicsburg congregation.
Pa.
Hatfield: Jessica Nicole, Aug. 24; Mike and
Nancy Hatfield. Dayton congregation, Ohio.
Kuntz: Andrea Denise, Apr. 22; Dennis and
Diana Kuntz, Abilene congregation, Ks.
Loffredo: Amy, July 23; Rick and Katie Loffredo, Grantham congregation. Pa.
Mohler: Seth Daniel, Aug. 5; Gary and Jane
(Richard) Mohler, Highland congregation, Ohio.
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Fulp-Musser: Wanda Jean, daughter of Chester and Ruth Musser, Mechancisburg, Pa., and
Daryl Irvin, son of James and Pauline Fulp,
Summerfield, N.C., July 23, at the Cumberland
Valley Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Clark
Miller officiating.
Gehman-Eppley: Anna L. Eppley, Panama City
Beach, Fla., and Clayton Gehman, July 2, in the
Assembly of God Church, Panama City.
Heagy-Frey: Heather, daughter of Glen and
Beth Frey, Conestoga, Pa., and Steven John, son
of Mrs. Romaine Bricker, Hummelstown, Pa.,
and Mr. John Heagy, Hershey, Pa., Aug. 20, at
the Manor Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
John Hawbakerand Rev. Kevin Ryan officiating.
MeNulty-Hawbaker: Deborah Jean, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Larry Hawbaker, Greencastle,
Pa., and Kevin Scott, son of Mr. and Mrs. William McNulty, Mercersburg, Pa., Aug. 20, at the
Antrim Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur W. Benner officiating.
Pereira-Cheshire: Liane Celine Marie, daughter of Jim and Lorraine Cheshire, Sherkstown,
Ont., and Albino, Jr., son of Albino and Maria
Pereira, July 30, at the Sherkstown Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Ronald T h o r t o n
officiating.
Peterson-Bricker: Ginger Lee, daughter of
Harold and Martha Bricker, Greencastle, Pa., and
Todd Victor, son of Carl and Marilyn Peterson,
Belmont, N. Y„ July 30, at Chambersburg Brethren
in Christ Church.
White-Long: Jennifer, daughter of Elvin and
Lois Long, Wainfleet, and Scot, son of Randall
and Pauline White, Port Colborne, July 1, at the
Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Robert Rolston officiating.
Yousey-Schock: Linda A., daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Jacob F. Schock, Mechanicsburg, Pa.,
and Kim L., son of Mr. and Mrs. Clayton W.
Yousey, Castorland, N.Y., Aug. 13. at the Manor
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John Schock
officiating.

Weddings
Byers-Mellott: Doreen Lee, daughter of Guy
and Marie Mellott, Gettysburg, Pa., and Phillip
Lamar, son of Nelson and Doris Ann Byers,
Chambersburg, Pa., Aug. 20, at the Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church.
Cafarchio-Buzzell: Lynn Marie, daughter of
Phil and Lorraine Buzzell, Carlisle, Pa., and Peter
James, son of Louis and Selma Cafarchio, East
Syracuse, N.Y., May 14, at the Cumberland Valley Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ray Bert
officiating.
Collingwood-Jamieson: Anne Marie, daughter
of Ann and the late Hugh Jamieson, and Brad
Collingwood, June 18, in St. Enoch's Presbyterian
Church.
Crane-Engle: Cara Elaine, daughter of Lela
Engle, Abilene, Ks., and Mark D., son of Mr. and
Mrs. Dean Crane, Abilene, July 22, at the Abilene
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ron Bowell
officiating.
Desjardins-Myers: Kandi, daughter of Mrs.
Jerrylin Hart, Pitsburgh, Ohio, and Mr. Kent
Myers, Arcanum, Ohio; and Joseph, son of Mrs.
Gloria Desjardins, Huber Heights, Ohio, and Mr.
Joe Desjardins, Dayton, Ohio, July 30, in the
Highland Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ed
Ashby officiating.

Obituaries
Bearss: Rose E. Bearss, born Apr. 25, 1918,
died Aug. 15. She is survived by her husband,
Ross; one son, Mervyn; two granddaughters; and
two sisters, Orpha Riegle, and Helen Saylor. She
was a member of the Falls View Brethren in Christ
Church, Niagara Falls, Ont. The funeral service
was held at the Bertie Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Ross Nigh and Rev. Dwayne Hulett
officiating. Interment was in the Bertie cemetery.
Bechtel: C. Elwood Bechtel, born July 17,
1919, died Aug. 5. Surviving are his wife, Anna
Marie; a son, Darl E.; a daughter, Bonnie L.
Swinsburg; three stepdaughters, Patricia Smith,
Doris Dixon, and Faye Keller; four grandchildren; and five stepgrandchildren. He attended the
Martinsburg Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral service was held at the Fairview Church of
the Brethren with Rev. Earl Herr and Rev. David
Smalley officiating. Interment was in ShellytownFairview Cemetery, Williamsburg, Pa.
Engle: Mary Jane Engle, 63, died Aug. 19. Surviving are her husband, Daniel B.; three sons,
Dennis, Keith, and Eric; a daughter, Sharon Harris; four grandchildren; and four sisters, Isabelle
Hess, Ruth Hoover, Martha Baca, and Doris
Bickhart. She was a member of the Mechanics-
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Report on Roxbury Holiness Camp 1988
by John B. Haw baker. Camp director
The 1988 c a m p meeting was held f r o m
August 5-14, following the theme "Purity
and Power." The c a m p included such highlights as excellent sermons given in the daytime by several of the younger Brethren in
Christ pastors, strong enthusiasm on the
part of the teenagers for the youth activities
and Bible studies, and an urgent call to
prayer by many speakers. A not-so-welcome
feature of the c a m p was the unusually hot
weather and the resultant discomfort and
attendances that were lower than usual.
One of the outstanding works of God at
the c a m p was the miraculous deliverance
f r o m pain that enabled Luke Keefer, Sr.. to
preach on S u n d a y morning, August 7. On
Saturday Rev. Keefer experienced severe
pain caused by a kidney stone and was
admitted to a hospital. Despite fervent prayers for God's healing touch, the pain continued, and the family reported that Rev.
Keefer would be unable to preach the next
morning. Arrangements were made for a
replacement speaker. However, at 1:00 on
S u n d a y morning Rev. Keefer awoke free
f r o m pain and several hours later reported to
c a m p personnel, " C o m e and get me. The
d o c t o r has approved my discharge f r o m the
hospital. 1 a m ready to preach." The camp
attenders rejoiced and praised God for this
sign of God's power and deliverance.
T h e scheduled co-evangelists were Luke
Keefer, Jr., professor at Ashland Theological Seminary in Ohio, and H. E. Schmul,
general secretary of the Interchurch Holiness
Convention. Because of heart surgery in
J u n e , Rev. Schmul was unable to come and

burg. Pa., congregation where the funeral service
was held with Rev. Ken Hepner officiating. Interment was in Mechanicsburg Cemetery.
Goins: Ethel Davis Goins. born June 24, 1892,
died Aug. 9. Surviving are 4 sons, Mabrie, Oscar,
Lenard, and Dwight; 2 daughters, Janna Goins
and Ardith Johns; 12 grandchildren; 9 greatgrandchildren; 1 great-great-grandchild; a sister,
Helen Waldroop; and a brother, Henry Davis.
She was a member of the Upland. Calif., Brethren
in Christ Church where the funeral service was
held with Rev. Robert Hempy and Rev. Alvin C.
Burkholder officiating. Entombment was in Bellevue Mausoleum, Ontario, Calif.
Lutz: Jacob G. Lutz, born Sept. 2, 1897, the
son of Cyrus D. and Martha (Good) Lutz, died
Feb. 12. His wife, Bessie (McWilliams) preceded
him in death in 1978. Surviving are a daughter at
home, Hannah M. Lutz; a brother, Cyrus G.; and
a sister, Mary G. Shenks. Jacob had been employed
for 38 years by the Hamilton Watch Company. He
also farmed. The funeral service was held at the
Lancaster. Pa.. Brethren in Christ Church where
he was a member, with Rev. S. Lane Hostetter.
and Rev. J. Robert Lehman officiating, and Rev.
Henry Hostetter and Rev. Aubrey Sanders giving
tributes. Interment was in the Pequea Church
cemetery.
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speak (he did visit the camp on two days and
brought greetings). So Dwight Robertson,
the speaker for the teen camp, served as
co-evangelist along with Dr. Keefer. Rev.
Robertson, who is also a singer and composer, sang solos during a number of the
evening services.
Kevin Witter, associate pastor at the
Chambersburg, Pa., church, was music director. The organist was Loine Bert f r o m the
Manheim, Pa., church, and the pianist was
Brett Gerlach, from Manor Church in Columbia, Pa.
The guest preacher for the second weekend was Dr. Samuel Hines. originally f r o m
Jamaica, now the senior pastor of the Third
Street Church of God in Washington, D.C.,
and also the chairman of the General Assembly of the Church of God. Anderson,
Ind. In one sermon Dr. Hines warned about
"Life's Greatest Tragedy," which is to come
to the end of your life and to have missed
God's purpose.
The Teen C a m p was directed by Steve
Lehman, associate pastor of the Mechanicsburg, Pa., church and Dwayne Potteiger,
pastor of the Dallas Center, Iowa, church.
They were assisted by Rachel Kibler, of
Mechanicsburg, Pa. The speaker, Dwight
Robertson, f r o m the Wesleyan Church, has
served as a youth pastor for 10 years and
now directs Kingdom Building Ministries, a
ministry to young adults with emphasis on
discipleship and training in cross-cultural
missions. Dwight's enthusiasm, love for people, and ability in leading in-depth Bible
study with application to life situations

McCorkel: Jacob B. McCorkel, Sr., born Mar.
2, 1898, the son of Joseph and Fannie (Baker)
McCorkel, died Aug. 10. His wife, Mary(Snavely)
McCorkel, preceded him in death in 1963. Surviving are 10 children, Lloyd, Paul, Jacob Jr..
Donald, Samuel. Mildred, Geraldine, Charlotte,
Mary, and Shirley; 44 grandchildren; 71 greatgrandchildren; 6 great-great-grandchildren; and a
sister. He was a member of the Shenks Brethren in
Christ Church, Elizabethtown, Pa., where the service was held with Rev. James Artz officiating.
Interment was in the Fishburn Cemetery.
Sider: Claude Joseph Sider, born July 26,
1918, died July 17. Surviving are his wife, Pauline;
four sons, Roger, Neil, Daryl, and Keith; a sister,
Gladys Climenhage; two brothers, Lome and Roy
V.; and eight grandchildren. A brother. Ralph,
preceded him in death. Claude was known for
sharing his faith. He was a deacon in the Sherkston, Ont., congregation for 25 years, serving on
the church board, board of trustees, and teaching
Sunday school. The funeral was held at the Sherkston church with Rev. Leonard Chester, Rev.
John Day, and Rev. Roy V. Sider officiating.
Interment was in Emmanuel Lutheran Cemetery,
Sherkston.
Waltz: Susan M. Waltz, born Sept. 6, 1911,
died July 26. Surviving are a sister, Cora Kurtz;

quickly produced excellent rapport with the
teens, and many of the young people responded with a full consecration of themselves to God.
"God's Hall of F a m e " was the theme for
the Children's Camp, directed by Charlotte
Frederick and her husband David, from Philadelphia, Pa. The lessons showed that the
best heroes are the godly men and women of
the Bible. The children's missionary project
was support for the Timber Bay Children's
H o m e in Saskatchewan, Canada. The children exceeded their goal of $800 and brought
in offerings of $1,174.
A special guest at the c a m p was Rev.
Shadreck Maloka, an evangelist from the
Union of South Africa. He is widely known
a m o n g the Brethren in Christ people of
Zimbabwe and Zambia and has preached in
many of our churches and schools in those
two nations. In one service he told the story
of his conversion to Christ at age 19 from a
background of rejection and involvement in
gang activity. On Missions Day he spoke
about the need to "step d o w n " to people
burdened with sin and despair and bring
Christ to them.
On Missions Day the offering for Brethren
in Christ world missions and church planting
was $64,264.
The 1989 c a m p meeting is scheduled for
August 4-13. The co-evangelists will be Wingrove Taylor, f r o m the West Indies, and
Simon Lehman, pastor of the Fairview
Brethren in Christ Church, New Cumberland, Pa. The guest preacher for the second
weekend will be Dr. J o h n Oswalt, professor
of Old Testament at Trinity Evangelical
School of Divinity. The musicians will be the
Elwood Stuart family.

two brothers, Raymond and Melvin; and nieces
and nephews. She was a member of the Maytown
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral service
was held at the Frank Miller Funeral Home. Elizabethtown, Pa., with Rev. Herbert Hoover officiating. Interment was in Pleasant View United
Zion Cemetery, Manheim, Pa.
Wingert: Wanda Grace Wingert, born Feb. 21,
1961, died Aug. 16. She is survived by her parents,
Blaine A. and Anna Martha (Wolgemuth) Wingert; and four sisters, Doris Imhoff, Sharon Diffendall, Marlene A. Smith, and Joyce Hertz.
Wanda attended the Manheim, Pa., Brethren in
Christ Church and the special education Sunday
school class of Zion Lutheran Church. Manheim.
The funeral service was held at the Manheim
church with Rev. Roy Peterman officiating. Interment was in the Cross Roads Church cemetery.
Yinger: Florence M. Yinger, born Oct. 19,
1893, died July 24. Surviving are a son, Richard;
two brothers, Niles Zinn, and Tempest Zinn; a
sister, Mary Peterman; two grandchildren; and
three great-grandchildren. Florence resided at
Messiah Village and was a member of the Grantham, Pa., Church. The funeral service was held at
the Cocklin Funeral Home. Dillsburg, Pa., with
Dr. Robert B. Ives officiating. Interment was in
the Dillsburg Cemetery.
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Brethren in Christ make strong showing
at World Bible Quiz Tournament
The team representing the Allegheny
Conference of the Brethren in Christ
Church won the 15th annual World
Bible Quiz Tournament held at Asbury
College in Wilmore, Ky„ July 20-23.
In one of the greatest displays of consistency in the world tournament, Corrie Hess (Grantham), Dave Helfrick
(Montgomery), Sherri Peachey (Cedar
Grove), Gwen Moyer (Montgomery),
and Phil Brubaker (Highland congregation, West Milton, Ohio), came in second
in the round robin; were the first to enter
the elite top three teams to vie for the
championship, and won the two quizzes
necessary to win the championship—all
without losing a quiz. The team was
coached by Doug Stevick, a former
Grantham quizzer. The Allegheny team
competed with Maine Nazarene and
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Messiah
College News

Setting your sail

Focusing on the theme "Setting Your
Sail," Messiah College's 1988 Fall Welcome Weekend brought a record number
of freshmen and transfers to campus.
Fall Welcome Weekend Chair Kim
Mayer, a senior chemistry major from
Clifton Park, New York, and her hardworking staff organized plenty of getacquainted and orientation activities to
help the new students adjust to life at
Messiah. At this point the college's
unofficial full-time enrollment stands at
just over 2,125. Over 50 part-time students have also enrolled, bringing the
total enrollment figure to approximately
2,175, an increase of 7.8 percent over a
year ago.
Convocation Chapel opened with a
welcome from President D. Ray Hostetter, officially marking the start of the
college's 80th year. Dr. Hostetter reminded the community that education is
a process, and that Messiah College is a
place where the faculty and students are
learners together.
Following the welcome, Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of
the College Harold Heie announced the
honors for academic achievement. He
told students that as Christians it is
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Abington Presbyterian for the top three
spots.
Two other Brethren in Christ teams
were entered in the varsity tournament,
and both did very well against some of
the stiffest opposition in recent years.
The Atlantic team, with Tony Book
(Mt. Pleasant), Daryl and Greg Bowman (Speedwell Heights), Rick Morris
and Missy Stoner (Lancaster), placed
sixth. They were coached by Chris Frey,
Speedwell Height's coach. The quiz
team from Wainfleet, Ont., the denominational champions, finished 11th.
Wainfleet quizzers were Chris Cober,
Tammy Flagg, Charles Jones, Paul Kiss,
Aaron Marr, and James Woodland,
with Keith and Judy Woodland coaches.
Tony Book of the Atlantic team,
received the trophy for the top tourna-

"okay, even good, to acknowledge your
gifts." With such gifts, however, comes
responsibility, and he also reminded
students that they should use their gifts
to serve God and to serve others by
listening to their needs and concerns.
After recognizing scholarship among
the members of both the freshman class
and the returning student body, Dr.
Heie announced the three students who
were named Merit Scholars. Chosen by
the faculty on the basis of scholarship,
leadership, and school loyalty exhibited
during the previous academic year, the
recipients were senior Kendra Brubaker,
a nursing major from York, Pa.; junior
Lamar Nisly, an English major from
Grantham, Pa.; and Wendy Nissley, a
sophomore dietetics major from Lewisburg, Pa.
Dr. Heie also delivered the Chapel
Address, his first as Dean of Messiah
College.
Theologians visit

British theologian, Dr. William J.
Abraham, will visit the Messiah College
campus Wednesday, Oct. 19 through
Friday, Oct. 21. Speaking on the subject
of revelation and authority, Dr. Abraham will address faculty and students.
He will also give a public presentation
entitled, "Canon, Creed and Episcopacy."
Dr. Abraham is presently McCreless
Professor of Evangelism and Associate
Professor of Philosophy of Religion at

ment quizzer. In addition, James Woodland, Wainfleet, was the 8th high scorer,
and Corrie Hess, Allegheny, was 14th.
Wainfleet also entered a Junior Varsity team. It was coached by Dave and
Jean Heise. The members were Sharryn
Cockel, Cindy Little, Sarah Marr, Amy
McCombe, Chad Minor, Tim Wohlsclagel, and Scott Woodland. The team
finished fifth, and Scott Woodland was
named as one of the top scorers.
The world tournament brings to an
end the 1988 Bible quiz season. Late fall
will ring in the 1988-89 season. Churches
in all conferences are encouraged to
consider Bible quizzing for their youth.
Next year's material will be taken from
the book of Matthew. Interested churches
and youth leaders should get in touch
with Ken Letner, executive director of
the Board for Congregational Life, (P.O.
Box 163, Mt. Joy, PA 17552) or Charlie
Crider, denominational quiz director
(5965 Leebel Rd., East Petersburg, PA
17520).—Charlie Crider

the Perkins School of Theology, at
Southern Methodist University in Dallas. Prior to teaching at Perkins, he
taught at Seattle Pacific University and
was a minister in the Methodist Church
in Ireland.
How to apply to Messiah

Students who wish to apply for admission to Messiah College for the fall of
1989 should apply now. Here are four
steps to follow:
1. Write or call the Admissions Office,
Messiah College, Grantham, PA
17027, (717) 691-6000, and request an
application and current catalog.
2. Complete and submit the Messiah
College application.
3. Ask your guidance counselor to send
us an official transcript of your
courses, grades, and standardized test
scores. We will accept either Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) or American
College Testing (ACT) scores.
4. Ask your pastor or church youth
director and a professional person
who knows you well to complete a
recommendation and send it to us.
Recommendation forms are included
in the application booklet.
Messiah College operates a "rolling
admission"policy, which means that the
Admissions Committee reviews and acts
upon an application as soon as the
application and supporting materials
(recommendations and academic records)
are received.
•
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Bangladesh

Floods leave 61 million
homeless, MCC gives
wheat, cash
Floods in Bangladesh have killed at
least 1,000 people and forced 61 million
from their homes, reports Mark Nord,
Mennonite Central Committee country
representative there. More than 100,000
people are known to suffer diarrhea,
and nearly 6,000 more from dysentery,
the Health Ministry says. Many have no
choice but to drink contaminated flood
water.
About 110 million people live in Bangladesh, a low-lying river delta nation
about the size of Wisconsin, whose geography is defined by three major rivers
and their tributaries. Many of the 175
local people hired by MCC have been
forced from their homes by the flood.
All 25 expatriate MCC workers in the
country are safe.
River levels are the highest ever recorded in this South Asian country,
Nord noted in a telex to MCC headquarters here.
The Brahmaputra and the Ganges
Rivers have fallen since September 4 but
the situation remained grave since heavy
rains could continue to fall "intermittently, further swelling rivers already
flowing above their danger levels," according to the Dhaka weather bureau,
as reported in the Sept. 6 New York
Times.
MCC will contribute between 500
and 1,000 tons of wheat from its current
stocks to non-governmental organizations operating relief feeding stations.
Nord has also asked MCC for U.S.
$50,000 that will go to local partners
working in some of the hardest-hit rural
areas.
Three hundred of the country's 460
subdistricts are flooded; about 2.9 million hectares (7.1 million acres) of land
planted in the year's major rice crop
were partially or totally flooded, Nord
reported. Officials estimate that the
major rice crop will be 15 to 20 percent
below normal level.
Flooding during the monsoon season
is an annual event in Bangladesh and is
vital to the rice crop. This year, though,
the floods are too high and rivers have
crested later. Normally, rivers crest the
end of July or early August, giving
farmers time to replant flooded fields if
needed. This year farmers will not be
able to replant.
October 1988

Bangladesh's major rivers—the
Brahmaputra-Jamuna, the Ganges and
the Meghna—flow into the country carrying water from India, Nepal, Bhutan
and China. Monsoon rains up-river
have been excessive this year, which
accounts for Bangladesh's current floods.
Jodi L. Jacobson, senior researcher
with Worldwatch in Washington. D.C.,
who was interviewed by National Public
Radio (NPR), says deforestation in upriver countries also accounts for this
flood that she calls an un-natural disaster. She defines un-natural disaster as a
natural disaster exacerbated by human
activity, in this case deforestation.
When land is forested, three-fourths
of the water is absorbed and a fourth of
the water runs off, Jacobson explained
in the interview aired in NPR's Sept. 7
"All Things Considered"program. When
land is deforested, the ratio is reversed: a
fourth of the water is absorbed, threefourths of it runs off, she noted.
Jacobson said dredging Bangladesh's
rivers would help reduce flooding. The
real solution, she observed, would be to
replant trees on the deforested hills of
India, Nepal, Bhutan and China, and to
reduce the people's need for fuel wood.
When Nord telexed Sept. 6, all road
and rail links between Dhaka, the capital, and the rest of the country had been
severed for nearly a week. Runways of
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the Dhaka airport were also flooded,
closing the airport to all but the small
aircraft flights between Dhaka and Calcutta, India.
The government is using boats and
helicopters to ferry food to those marooned in rural areas, but these efforts
are slow since the government has only a
dozen helicopters, the Christian Science
Monitor reported Sept. 7. Efforts to
rescue the estimated 2 million people
marooned in remote areas have been
abandoned due to lack of small boats
and other water transportation, The
New York Times reported Sept. 6.
Road and rail communication in the
flooded areas collapsed 10 days earlier.
Telephone lines are also disrupted. In
some southern districts, helicopters carrying relief supplies could not land for
lack of dry space, according to The
Times.
MCCers in Dhaka are working at
flood relief in areas in and around
Dhaka, where some 2 million of the 5
million city dwellers are affected by the
flood. Flooding in Dhaka ranged from
several inches in the downtown area to
six feet in some outskirts.
Prices of such necessities as rice,
cooking oil, salt and kerosene shot up
from 30 to 200 percent. Kerosene for
lamps was in shortest supply; electricity
had been shut off in most areas.

Mennonite Central Committee
jnvites suggestions and applications for
Director, SELFHELP Crafts Canada
New Hamburg, Ontario

——j j S I

p

crafts of {he world

Qualifications:
1. Awareness and appreciation for Christian values as understood by the
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ Churches.
2. Previous overseas experience with MCC or a related agency.
3. Understanding of MCC's history, and commitment to the MCC way of
working at development issues.
4. A minimum of a Bachelors degree, with experience in business administration and management.
5. Open to functioning as a member of a larger administrative team.

Nature of

Assignment:

1. T o provide leadership to SELFHELP Crafts Canada.
2. T o plan short-term and long-term strategy.
3. T o work closely with the Coordinator, MCC Overseas Services; and
with the Director, SELFHELP Crafts International.
4. T o secure ongoing volunteer support from the local Mennonite and
Brethren in Christ constituency.
Contact:

A. C. (Bert) Lobe
134 Plaza Drive
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3T 5K9
(204) 261-6381 by November 30, 1988.
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Congress '88

Local churches, not TV or crusades,
get attention at evangelism event
Almost nothing was said about television and crusade evangelism at Congress '88, a national festival of evangelism held Aug. 4-7 in Chicago. Instead,
the talk focused on the role of the local
church in reaching out to the unchurched.
"The simple act of inviting people to
church is probably the best way to
church growth," said George Gallup,
Jr., after reporting the latest Gallup Poll
data on the unchurched. An active
Episcopal layman who has taken a special interest in the world of religion over
the years, Gallup also cited the important role of prayer and Bible study
groups. "I personally think this is the
most hopeful trend," he said.
The Gallup study—the largest one
ever on "the unchurched American"and
a follow-up to a similar study conducted
10 years ago—found that the percentage
of the population considered unchurched
has risen from 41 percent to 44 percent,
but that those who believe in the divinity
of Jesus has also climbed, from 78 percent to 84. And 76 percent today think
that one can be a good Christian or Jew
without going to church or synagogue.
"There is a growing gap between the
believer and the belonger,"said Gallup.
"Americans continue to take a very
individualistic approach to religion."

But he noted that over half of the
unchurched would be open to a personal invitation to go to church.
Gallup's study was commissioned for
Congress ^8 by a coalition of denominations. Anabaptists were among the
planners of Congress ^8, which was a
follow-up to the 1981 Festival of Evangelism in Kansas City and the 1985
Washington Roundtable on Evangelism
for denominational evangelism leaders.
It was broadly ecumenical, attracting
evangelicals as well as Catholics and
mainline Protestants.
The turnout—2,000—was only a fraction of what planners had earlier projected—15,000—and the venue had to
be changed from the Rosemont Horizon
Stadium to the smaller Rosemont/
O'Hare Exposition Center. The planners
said one of the big reasons for the lower
turnout was the "pioneer" nature of
Congress '88—the inclusion of such a
variety of denominations is a new idea
for many people. "There is no way you
could have done this 20 years ago," said
Congress '88 board president Grady
Allison.
About 60 Mennonites and Brethren
in Christ attended Congress ^8, and
much of what they heard was music to
their ears—the importance of the local
congregation, the dangers of individual-

ism and materialism, the calls for social
justice and Christian unity, and the
stress on combining word and deed.
Eva Burrows, "general" of the two
million Salvation Army "soldiers" and
"officers" throughout the world, praised
the "renaissance" of social conscience
among evangelicals. "The gospel is not
a two-party system of evangelism and
social service," she said. "What Jesus
put together, let us not put asunder."
On the subject of unity, Woodie
White, a United Methodist bishop, borrowed the patchwork quilt imagery used
by presidential candidate Jessie Jackson
at the Democratic National Convention
in July. Mentioning specific denominations, he said, "Your patch is too small,"
and urged the various groups to sew
their patches together.
Chuck Colson, the former White
House aide who founded Prison Fellowship after his own experience in jail
for Watergate crimes, decried the individualism and materialism that is found
in society and in the church. "Everyone
wants to feel good and to find personal
fulfillment," he said.
The ecumenical nature of Congress
'88 was dramatically illustrated at the
very beginning, when a Mennonite introduced the first speaker, Roman Catholic
Cardinal Bernardin of Chicago. The
Mennonite, who called the cardinal "my
friend," was David Whitermore, executive director of the Church Federation
of Greater Chicago.
Some 200 workshops offered practical help in evangelism, including 15 that
were led by Mennonites and Brethren in
Christ. The latter included Ken Gibson
on tools for evangelism; Henry Ginder
on conducting evangelistic meetings in
today's age; Ken Hepner on lay evangelism; Warren Hoffman on the role of
evangelism in church planting; and John
Stoner on evangelism through service.
The workshop schedule included opportunities to learn from 11 fast-growing
"parable"churches. Amongthem were a
Brethren in Christ congregation and a
Mennonite Church congregation. The
Hopewell Mennonite Church of Elverson, Pa., has grown in the past 12 years
from 75 to 2,800 in the home church and
in 12 new daughter churches. The Mas-

LeRoy Kennel Leads a worship service
during Congress '88 for Mennonites and
Brethren in Christ participants. How
many Brethren in Christ leaders can you
identify?
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sey Place Community Church in Saskatoon, Sask., has grown in the past 15
years from 6 to 600. Merle Stoltzfus is
the pastor of Hopewell, and Doug Sider
is the pastor of Massey Place.
Sider preached at the Mennonite and
Brethren in Christ worship service near
the end of Congress '88. Led by Leroy
and Pauline Kennel, the service also
included a black gospel choir from an
inner-city Mennonite congregation,
reader's theater, and testimonies by three
Chicago-area Mennonites.
Congress ^8 closed with a time of
commitment led by Leighton Ford, an
American evangelist who chairs the
Lausanne Committee on World Evangelization, which carries on the work of
the landmark 1974 conference in Lausanne, Switzerland. He told the participants that "evangelism will not happen
apart from community—the local
churches." Participants then filled out
response sheets indicating their willingness to work at such tasks as personal
evangelism, church planting, meeting
human need, and fostering Christian
unity. —Steven Shenkfor Meetinghouse.

E. Morris Sider, The Brethren in
Christ in Canada: Two Hundred Years
of Tradition and Change. Published in
1988 by the Canadian Conference of the
Brethren in Christ Church (Paper, 322
pages). Reviewed by J. Harold Sherk.
Beyond question this book needed to
be written. That it comes 200 years after
the appearance of the Brethren in Christ
Church in Canada must tell us something of the particular character of this
Christian community of faith. Born out
of the revivalist preaching of the mideighteenth century Wesleyan "Great
Awakening" in Pennsylvania, the early
Brethren in Christ organization (evidenced by their first confession of faith)
predates the formal organization of sister fellowships arising out of the same
movement.
October 1988

MEDA convention theme:
strength under pressure
"Business Pressure, Inner Strength"is
the theme of the 1988 convention of
Mennonite Economic Development Associates, to be held Nov. 3-6 in Tampa,
Florida. The convention will attempt to
show how to develop inner spiritual
strength while dealing with the pressures
and stress of business, says Neil Janzen,
MEDA's president.
Key input will be provided by Gordon MacDonald, former president of
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship and
author of several books including the
best-seller, Ordering Your Private
World. His wife, Gail, author of High
Call, High Privilege, will also participate as a resource person on the theme,
"Working at it Together."
Meditations will be provided by
Myron Augsburger, pastor of the Washington Community Fellowship and president of the Christian College Coalition.
Workshops will explore practical ways

Morris Sider's account of the Canadian experience will prove valuable to
the whole denomination. Our settlement
in Canada from 1788 through the early
1800s from Pennsylvania, at a time
when the movement was young, will
demonstrate more variety of origin, outlook, and organization than we have
often assumed. Because of the poverty
of written materials by the church before
the advent of General Conference (1879)
and the Evangelical Visitor (1887), we
have too easily assumed that the first
generations of the church could be adequately known and understood by the
recorded views of a decidedly conservative and separated (read "isolated".')
community of a century later. Morris
has begun for us the process (and indicated the possibility) of recovery of the
"lost hundred years" of our beginnings.
The scholarship and research that
characterize this book are thorough.
The copious data has been well-sorted,
qualified as to reliability, perceptively
interpreted, and clearly expressed. The
author does not need to defend himself
as an historian recording from "inside"
the community. He demonstrates a deep
down conviction that what we come
from is good. That attitude is indispensable for us in interpreting our history

of strengthening inner resources while
handling business pressures. Topics include: journaling for reflection and
growth; helping without becoming part
of the problem; the joy of business (and
other) pressures; and improving your
physical space. There will also be workshops on pay equity and AIDS in the
workplace.
Five one-day seminars, held prior to
the convention, will address personal
assessment and managing change; mental fitness: a guide to emotional health;
wellness programs for business; current
legal trends and Christian responsibility; and managing workplace conflict.
The convention is open to the general
public, including business persons,
managers, employees, pastors and church
leaders.
MEDA is an association of 1,800
Mennonites and Brethren in Christ who
want to apply Christian faith to the
world of work. More information about
the convention can be obtained by contacting MEDA at 402-280 Smith St.,
Winnipeg, MB R3C 1K2. Or phone
(204) 944-1995.
•

and receiving the valuable guidance that
is there for the spiritually perceptive.
Conversion as a personal part of
Christian experience and discipleship,
expressed in obedience in life to the
lordship of Christ, mark our origins and
our history as a church. We may have
learned them from the Wesleyan Pietists
and the Anabaptists respectively, but I
am convinced that both have been and
continue to be part of every vibrant
Christian community. Let us read our
history to see clearly the way for our
own generation to experience conversion as new creation (avoiding the pitfall
of cheap grace), and obedience as flowing from loving hearts (avoiding the pitfall of legalism).
Thank God that we have learned that
good humor is a gift of God! Thank
God for the deeply spiritual gifts of
Bishop E. J. Swalm, who along with all
the respect he earned from us, taught us
to laugh without feeling guilty about it!
Thank God for Morris' gentle humor!
Read the book and rejoice and grieve
and cry and laugh.
Then let's use our heads and our
hearts to follow the Lord in this generation. We live in a time of great gospel
opportunities—and we have received a
great gospel.
•
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Why money makes
some people miserable
When conversations about money come up,
some people feel miserable, especially if they are
asked to give to a church project. Reflect with
me on what may cause their misery.
First, think about what makes people happy.
Consider King David's experience recorded in 1
Chronicles 29:9. As the Good News Bible tells
it, David was "extremely happy." He had given
away more personal assets than most of us will
see in a lifetime—115 tons of the finest gold and
265 tons of pure silver.
Since the offering was for a building project,
he invited the leaders of Israel to chip in. They
responded generously—190 tons of gold, 380
tons of silver, 675 tons of bronze, and 3,750 tons
of iron.
This is difficult for us to fathom since we're
used to thinking of precious metals in terms of
ounces, not tons. In today's market, that freewill offering amounted to roughly 400 million
dollars. David started his ministry by tackling a
big person (Goliath) and ended it by tackling a
big fund-raising project. But the conclusion of

the matter was that the responsive people were
very happy.
Surely there was one group of people who
were not happy—the misers. The root word of
"miserable" is "miser." When we keep things for
ourselves, we end up being miserable.
The people who gave generously were rejoicing at the huge offering. When we give generously for the kingdom, we end up being happy.
My personal experience and the message of
the Scriptures seem to say it clearly—money
makes miserly people miserable, and generous
people joyful.
You are invited to invest lavishly in the kingdom of God, thereby joining the concert of glad
hearts whose major priority in life is to herald
the good news about Jesus. He came to lift us all
from the mire of misery to the heights of
happiness.
Adapted from an article written by Ervin Stutzman in the
Lancaster Conference News, July 31, 1988; Glen Lehman,
Editor, Box 128, Salunga. PA 17538. Used by permission.

November Stewardship Emphasis
by Paul Hostetler

November is an excellent month to
give special emphasis to the importance
of good stewardship in Brethren in
Christ congregations.
First: The month of November has
been selected by the General Conference
for stewardship emphasis. Pastors have
received information on LOVE INDEED, a colorful, helpful program
which covers each November Sunday.
Second: If your church is like most
Brethren in Christ churches, a concerted
effort is needed to have your giving
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catch up with 1988 budget projections.
Fortunately, givers almost always respond, resulting in the meeting of budget
needs for both local expenses and Cooperative Ministries.
Third: Plans are being considered for
the new year. This is an excellent opportunity to set giving goals in keeping with
MISSIONS 89 projections. Significant
increases are needed to keep pace with
our General and Regional Conference
visions for ministry.
This year it has been necessary to raise

$800,000 for MISSIONS 88 by way of
Special Gifts. (That is almost 22% of the
$3,673,493 approved 1988 budget.) As
Don Zook suggested at our General
Conference, it would be wonderful if
our congregation raised their Missions
89 giving to Cooperative Ministries to a
level where we could together bridge
that $800,000 gap.
Will you pray with me and believe
God with me for such a miracle? We are
a consecrated people serving a miracleworking God. Let's go for it!

Evangelical

Visitor

Launch new church-wide survey
A new church member survey is being
launched that will involve five Mennonite and Brethren in Christ denominations. Patterned after the pioneering
"Church Member Profile" conducted in
1972, the new survey promises to document important trends in Mennonite life
and thought over a 17-year period.
Responsibility for the study is lodged
in an Administrative Committee which
includes one representative from each of
the participating groups: Leo Driedger,
Winnipeg, Man., General Conference
Mennonite Church, chairman; Abe Konrad, Edmonton, Alberta, Mennonite
Brethren Church; Edward B. Stoltzfus,
Harrisonburg, VA, Mennonite Church;
Glen Pierce, Nappanee, IN, Brethren in
Christ Church; and Donald Roth, Ft.
Wayne, IN, Evangelical Mennonite
Church. Richard Kauffman represents
the Institute of Mennonite Studies, Elkhart, which provides certain adminstrative functions for the study.
A Fraternal Funds grant of $10,000
from Mennonite Mutual Aid makes it
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Onesimus, bondservant of the Lord
Jesus Christ, to Paul—my friend and
His. May the Spirit give you peace in all
circumstances. In glory God rules over
all.
Grief is the only word I can use to
convey my feelings about what is going
on in the churches from the reports I
have received recently. O my friend, I
need your counsel. Brother has turned
against brother and now they turn to the
pagans for help in condemning one
another. I have no doubt about the sadness this causes our Lord and no doubt
about your grief as you read this report.
It is wrong. Our witness is corrupted by
such activity and our hearts are severely
damaged.
"Who has caused such a thing?" you
may ask. I think the answer that is most
true has to be: all of us. There are individuals in all our churches who remain
unreconciled and we never confront
them on their disobedience. We do not
help them. It's unpleasant for us to get
into these things, so we shy away. These
unreconciled relationships fester and
sour with time until it becomes conceivable to one person or another to collect
October 1988

possible to get the study underway.
Smaller contributions are forthcoming
from the participating churches. Additional funding is being sought to carry
the study through the projected threeyear period.
Howard Kauffman, Goshen, IN, has
been appointed as Director and Leland
Harder, North Newton, KS, as Associate Director. Kauffman and Harder
conducted the 1972 survey, the findings
of which were published in Anabaptists
Four Centuries Later, (Herald Press,
1975).
The 1972 data have been widely utilized by church boards and agencies, writers, church historians, sociologists, theologians, and college and seminary students. The earlier data are now out-ofdate, and need to be replaced with
information that will indicate where we
are today and what trends can be
discerned.
Consultations in 1988 with representatives of denominational boards and
institutions and interested scholars will

information against their brother or sister. We ask questions that exasperate
the situation and encourage hatred, not
love: Who is to blame? Who is the most
wrong?
Unlike in Jesus' time, today the stones
are being thrown. But no one (or few
anyway) would call their motive hatred.
Each thinks he or she is working in the
cause of justice, exposing the other's sin,
the other's error, the other's disobedience. Listing for you all the Scriptures
that directly oppose this sort of thing
seems silly at this point. It is a lengthy
list indeed. What shall we do to combat
this evil? The silence of the leaders in the
church and of all the members is frightening to me.
It is still a question of obedience at
bottom, isn't it Paul? And that is a
deeply misunderstood word in the world
today. Christians here talk about obedience as if a list of rules exist that must
be discovered and rigidly followed. An
unconscious and tyrannical fear of punishment develops within people who
demand such. Too often it leads to the
kind of unloving behavior I described
above. They think they are doing God

help to shape the study. Gathering the
data is projected for early 1989; oral and
written reports for late 1989 and early
1990.
Utilizing the 1972 benchmark, the
new survey will document changes in
population characteristics, family patterns, doctrinal beliefs, adherence to
Anabaptist ethical norms, support of
church institutions, social and political
viewpoints, religious practices, attitudes
toward inter-denominational cooperation and merger, and other dimensions.
How are Mennonites and Brethren in
Christ being influenced by the larger
society in respect to modernization,
assimilation, secularization and individualistic thought patterns? Are we gaining or losing in respect to basic Anabaptist values?
The Mennonite Brethren Church
sponsored its own follow-up study in
1982, published in Direction, Fall 1985.
The forthcoming survey incorporates
the same denominations that were included in the 1972 survey, thus maximizing comparability over time, and casting
the net more broadly in respect to the
range of subject matter.
g

and the church a favor by dealing
harshly with other people's sin. It's a
strong disease which threatens the life of
Christ in our churches here.
Of course, I'm not saying that we cast
aside our pursuit of obedience. If we
love God, we shall do as he says. Our
Lord is definite on this point. But the
meaning of the word from which our
word "obey" comes is "to listen." This
shows the error that is infecting the
church and allowing for grievous behavior. We are "doing" without "listening"
first. This leads to rigidity and blinding
self-righteousness.
Paul, please instruct me as to how to
help the people in the churches of this
region to stop all activity in order to
listen. We're making a terrible mess of
things otherwise. It's disobedience. Love
doesn't grow. In fact, our understanding
of love is distorted, allowing for hate to
take over as I believe it has.
May our God strengthen you and
give you joy as you listen toihe Spirit.
As always, I keenly await your response.
Grace to you from the Lord Jesus
Christ.
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Seeing racism for
what it really is
David and I were out shopping for
new school shoes. As the salesman fitted
David, he casually asked where he went
to school. When we mentioned the
name of our school district, his eyes got
big and he asked lots of questions: "Are
there many blacks in your school? Are
there blacks in your class? Do you get
beaten up?"
Those were inappropriate questions
to ask a ten-year-old, I think, especially
the manner in which he asked them. But
it soon became clear why he was so
interested—he had grown up not far
from where we live and had attended the
same school district during the early 70s
when racial tensions were much greater
than they are now. I had a hard time
convincing him that things have improved since his bad childhood and adolescent experiences.
As we talked more, I discovered that
he is a fundamentalist Christian, attends
one of the local independent churches,
and sends his children to a local Christian school where he is heavily involved
as a parent. Even though I understood
where his feelings towards blacks had
come from, I was disturbed by the
incongruity between his strong religious
beliefs and his continued racist attitudes.
That my shoe store conversation took
place during the 1988 political campaign

in the United States is somewhat significant, I think. Because of Jesse Jackson's
candidacy this year, the campaign has
focused to some extent on racial issues.
Aside from whether Jackson is qualified
for the presidency, at least part of the
issue has seemed to be whether the country "is ready for a black President." The
fact that we have to ask probably means
we're not, which is a sad commentary on
the progress of the last 100+ years, but
which fits the attitude expressed by the
shoe salesman.
At one of the political conventions
this summer, someone compared John
Kennedy's inaugural speech more than
25 years ago to what we often hear
today. The speaker quoted Kennedy,
"Ask not what your country can do for
you; ask what you can do for your country," and then went on to note the campaign question asked four years ago and
being reprised (in various forms) in the
current campaign, "Are you better off
now than you were four years ago?"
The person contrasting the attitudes
represented by those two slogans further
commented that self-centeredness (what's
good for me and my family?) seems
more important than self-sacrifice (what
can I give up to make life better for
others?). If we choose to respond to
Kennedy's challenge rather than to the
question of our own well-being, one
answer, it seems to me, is that we put
aside the negative racial stereotypes that

Allegheny Conference
Full-time Ministry Opportunity
The Board for Congregational Life is seeking a full-time Associate for
Field Service to serve in the Allegheny Conference. This person would
provide resource, facilitate communication, and give administrative leadership to the varied areas of congregational life within the churches of the
Allegheny Conference (i.e. music, worship, Christian education, youth,
etc.).
Interested persons should have knowledge, interest, and skills according
to the varied areas of congregational life. This is another step in the
direction of placing an Associate for Field Service in each regional
conference.
Please send a letter of interest and/or resume to: Ken Letner, Executive
Director, P.O. Box 163, Mount Joy, PA 17552. For more information
and/or a job description, you may call (717) 653-9321.
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were implicit in the shoe salesman's
questions about our school district.
That's hard to do when we remove ourselves, like he did, from settings where
we personally interact with people of
different cultural and racial backgrounds.
When we have very little experience
with people who are different from ourselves, our stereotypes and prejudices
are easily perpetuated.
Unfortunately, that salesman's racist
attitudes are not isolated. What I found
even more upsetting, however, was his
combination of racism with conservative Christianity, which I fear is also
more common than I'd like to admit.
Why? Have the natural desires to preserve the fundamentals of Christian
faith and to protect loved ones against
whatever is uncomfortable or threatens
them or their faith somehow been used
to justify racial separateness?
Living in a racially-mixed setting has
made me aware of how close to the surface racism often is. I frequently remind
myself not to make value judgments
about different races and cultures—not
to assume that the "white way"is right. I
am uneasy when I sense in myself and
other Christians the tendency to make
negative judgments about or look down
on people for no other reason than that
they are black (or something else
different).
Racism is wrong; it is sin. I wish I had
had the courage to tell the shoe salesman
that as a Christian I was offended by his
attitude. I hope I'm able to see the signs
of racism in myself. I'm reminded of that
chorus we used to sing as children:
"Jesus loves the little children/ ALL the
children of the world/ Red and yellow,
black and white/They are precious in
his sight/Jesus loves the little children of
the world." If those are to be more than
words, then we must show the love of
Jesus in our actions and our attitudes.
Phoebe

Readers may correspond with
both Phoebe and Onesimus by
writing to them c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P. O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550.
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diPoria!
"Thank you . . ."
Since a number of readers celebrate Thanksgiving in
October, I'm going to join with them in sharing some expressions of thanks in this month's editorial, rather than waiting
until November.
First, thanks to Ernest Dohner, who recently retired from
pastoral ministry after serving more than 45 years in four
congregations. Ernie, as we young people affectionately called
him, was pastor of the Dallas Center, Iowa, congregation
during my teenage years.
One summer Sunday evening, a few months after graduating from high school, I turned my life over to Christ as I was
alone in my bedroom. Quite shy in those days, I didn't tell
anyone of my decision for a week or more. But Ernie was one
of the first persons I told. As I recall, he said he had noticed a
difference in me, and surmised what had happened. I remember
being surprised that he cared enough, or knew me well enough,
to notice. Why I was surprised, I don't know, since I knew
Ernie cared deeply about young people.
The father of three attractive girls (also in their teens), Ernie
had a "vested interest" in the youth of the church. He often
stayed up late (even early into Sunday morning) playing pingpong with us in the parsonage basement—and we loved it!
(Looking back, I have a hunch some adults in the congregation
thought he should have spent that time in sleep, or in sermon
preparation. But somehow I suspect those late Saturday night
hours were well invested.)
Whatever Ernie did—whether it was playing ping-pong,
preaching, or singing—he did with a passion. As he spoke of
his impending retirement during a testimony time at General
Conference this summer, I could sense that concern and passion is still there. Thank you, Ernie, for modeling concern,
caring, and practical involvement. I hope you will enjoy
retirement from pastoral responsibilities, but suspect you will
never lose your love for people.
A second word of thanks goes to an unknown reader of the
Visitor. Several weeks ago, I received a call from Donna
Weaver, who works at the local Christian Light Bookstore,
asking me to come to the store and select a Bible. She told me

that someone read the July Visitor editorial (in which, as a way
to illustrate another point, I wrote about my NIV Study Bible
falling apart) and decided to give me a new Bible.
Quite surprised, I told her that there are many people in the
world much poorer than I who don't have access to a Bible—
perhaps this reader would want to pay for a Bible for someone
like that. Donna responded that I should quit arguing and
simply come up to the store and pick out a replacement Bible.
So I did, with much gratitude for the person who took the
time and went to the expense of such a thoughtful act.
Whoever you are, your timing was perfect. Your kindness gave
me just the encouragement I needed at the time. Thank you.
Finally, a word ofappreciation to the present Dallas Center
congregation. One of the exciting things about visiting my
parents, who still live in the house where I grew up, is the fact
that I feel like a stranger when I go to church. That wasn't
always the case. For a number of years, there wasn't much
change in the congregation, except that everyone (including
me) was getting older. But in recent years, a number of new
persons have become active in the church, which is encouraging.
But even though they are in large part strangers to me, they
know my parents well. And in recent months, as my father has
struggled with health problems, they have been very supportive—providing transportation, mowing the lawn, helping
with grocery shopping—to name only a few ways they have
helped. They have done what I would like to do for my parents,
but can't because of the 400 miles which separate us.
And so, to those who have known me since I was a squalling
baby, as well as to those whose faces 1 recognize but can't
always connect with a name—thank you for putting your
Christian faith into practical action on behalf of my parents.
They appreciate you, and so do I.
And now, I am challenged to "go and do likewise": to invest
myself in others, as Ernie Dohner did and still does; and to find
quiet ways to provide for the needs of others, as my unknown
friend and the folks at Dallas Center have done. May their
example challenge you as well.

This editorial is not complete without a word of thanks to
the family of Visitor subscribers. Without you, the work of
writing, editing, typesetting, printing, and mailing really has no
point. We appreciate the notes of affirmation and the letters of
criticism which come from time to time. We are encouraged to
see new subscribers joining the family and long-time readers
renewing their subscriptions.
As part of the annual Visitor subscription campaign, this
October issue is being sent in bulk to congregations, along with
posters and bulletin inserts. We hope that you will renew, as

well as encouraging others to subscribe. (You may also wish to
suggest to your pastor and church board that your congregation adopt the "Every Home Plan.")
A word to the wise—consider a multi-year or even a lifetime
subscription; prices will increase significantly on January 1.
(Be thankful: the last time the price of the Visitor was increased
was way back in 1984.) You will find information about ordering on page 17.
G
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Reflect with me on the exhortation to
praise our great God.
"Shout for joy to the Lord, all the
earth. Serve the Lord with gladness;
come before him with joyful songs" (Ps.
100:1-2).

by Frank Kipe

"I will sing of your love and justice; to
you, O Lord, I will sing praise" (Ps.

Some of us have heard it said that
when we hit our finger with a hammer
we should shout, "Praise the Lord." If
the utterance is for the benefit of other
workmen around us, I wonder about its
impact, especially if it sounds artificial.
Yes, it is better than an oath or curse.
But, perhaps that is not the best place to
praise the Lord with more than a careful, controlled utterance of "ouch."
There is no question that our General
Conference experience in July was a
very renewing experience. The beautiful
blend of business, fellowship, brotherhood and worship will long be remembered. Our Conference sermon, the
theme sermons, and inspirational times
lifted us to new heights of commitment
to our ministries for the Lord.
Soon it is Thanksgiving time. How
much we have for which to thank the
Lord. Psalm 100:4 reminds us, "Enter
his gates with thanksgiving and his
courts with praise; give thanks to him
and praise his name." Thanksgiving for
blessings we don't really deserve also has
a substantial spiritually renewing effect.
So what about renewal through praise!
I owe thanks to the great preacher, Derrick Prince for the statement, "We worship God because he is holy; we praise
him because he is great; and we thank
him because he is good." When we daily
combine these three expressions as our
responses to our Creator, we cannot
help but experience and rejoice in continuous spiritual renewal. Therefore, if
July was a worship emphasis and Thanksgiving is around the corner, let's put the
meat of praise in between.

101:1).
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"Accept, O Lord, the willing praise of
my mouth" (Ps. 119:108).
Praise is an utterance. It is a voiced
response of the heart and mind. One
cannot praise by position, or posture, or
action, or performance. These may accompany words of praise. But praise
must come out of the mouth. In Matthew 21:16, Jesus quoted Psalm 8:2. The
psalmist said, "From the mouth of
infants and nursing babes thou hast
established strength" {N AS). Jesus'paraphrase was, ". . . thou has prepared
praise for thyself." Thus, there is
strength, there is renewal in praise to
God.
Reflecting back to paragraph one, we
ask the question: "When should we
praise the Lord? When everything is
going great? When all of life's gifts to us
are in our favor? When people turn
against us? When everyting that can go
wrong, does? When all our efforts are
fruitless? When the blessings of heaven
are poured out in favor upon us? When
the world of evil overwhelms our feeble
efforts to be spiritual? When all our
dreams and securities lie at our feet in
ashes? Or when we don't hit our finger
with the hammer? The answer—yes, to
all of the above. We praise the Lord
because He is great, not because of our
circumstances. It has been said that the
times when we most need to praise the
Lord are the times when we least feel like
it.
How long should we praise him? As
long as he is great. Praise him for who he
is. His faithfulness is new every morn-

ing. His mercies are everlasting and his
truth shall endure to all generations.
These are always true, so praise is
always appropriate. Praise to God can
motivate him to intervene on our behalf
with supernatural power. In 2 Chronicles 20, Jehoshaphat defeated the Moabite armies by sending his choirs of praise
into battle ahead of his armies. In Jonah
2:1-8, the prophet expressed his downward despair. But in verse 9 with words
of thanksgiving and praise, he was delivered from the great fish. In Acts 16, Paul
and Silas were in chains, beaten and
bleeding, behind iron prison gates. But
when they sang praises to God, mighty
deliverance occurred.
Now for some bonus truth, read
Psalms 148,149, and 150. If all in God's
creation are going to praise him, don't
we want to get in on the act? The heavens, the angels, the sun, moon and stars,
the mountains, the plains, the seas; the
sea monsters, the birds and cattle, the
trees and the wind, the clouds, the rain,
the snow, and the fire. The kings and
princes, the judges, men and women,
children and the aged.
"Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a
new song, his praise in the assembly of
the saints" (Ps. 149:1).
"Let everything that has breath praise
the Lord" (Ps. 150:6).
"For the Lord takes pleasure in his
people; he crowns [renews] the humble
with salvation" (Ps. 149:4).
1 believe we could well be more vocal
in sincere, honest, heart-felt praise and
adoration to God, the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.

H. Frank Kipe is bishop
of the Allegheny Conference. He and his wife Pat
live near Waynesboro, Pa.
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